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Welcome to our inaugural Longerenong College Alumni News.
The Newsletter is an opportunity for Old Collegians to hear about changes and events at the college
and to see what current students are doing. It also aims to provide opportunities for networking
and fostering connections with former classmates and work colleagues.
Jenny Blakeley is co-ordinating the College Alumni as part of her role as Manager of the Resource
Centre. She has spent over 30 years forming friendships with students and staff, and building an
extensive collection of photographs and memorabilia. Updating the Alumni database and profiling
alumni and their journeys to success is a crucial part of her job but it cannot happen without input
from you, our Alumni.
With the support of Susan Hogan (Library Technician), Donna Winfield (Business Development
Officer) and other passionate staff, we are excited about sharing stories, organising reunions and
overseeing the growth and development of projects.

Report from General Manager - Mr John Goldsmith
It’s my pleasure to provide a summary of some
of the key points of interest that have occurred
at the College during the past 18 months.
The college continues to go from strength to
strength with student enrolments in 2017 being
the highest for more than 15 years. Currently
there are 101 full-time on-campus students and
43 Ag apprentices. This is almost double the
number of students we had a decade ago and
it’s interesting to note that the male/female
ratio is now 50/50.
The College has recently become accredited to train international students with the first intake of
students being planned for February 2019. Like our domestic students, internationals will enrol in
the Advanced Diploma of Agribusiness Management, formerly known as the Advanced Diploma of
Agriculture. This will continue to be our two-year flagship course.

A recent $4.5 million student accommodation upgrade was completed mid-2016 and current
students now enjoy quality facilities such as split systems in their rooms that provide individual
climate control and new furniture that includes a built-in fridge in each room. The addition of a 3storey Study Centre is also a welcome addition with students able to study and relax in a high
quality communal area.
The College farm continues to provide crucial support for our training programs. We have recently
changed the management structure; the Farm Manager role is now split. Steve Ruwoldt (Cropping
Coordinator) and Tony Gilpin (Livestock Coordinator) now share the responsibilities for managing
their respective areas.
There are also a number of partners who utilize the College farm to conduct applied cropping
research. Agriculture Victoria, Bayer CropScience, Birchip Cropping Group (BCG) and Eurofins
AgriSearch are leasing a combined 112ha of College property in 2017. Importantly, there are twenty
second-year Advanced Diploma students completing research projects in conjunction with Bayer
and BCG this year, ensuring the students are involved in cutting edge research programs.
For those that haven’t been back to Longy for a number of years, there have been many changes,
but rest assured we still proudly offer our students the hands-on, practical training that helps
prepare them for an agricultural career.

Orientation
The academic year started on 8
February 2017, with 55 fresh
faced and rather nervous
students arriving with their
parents and friends in tow.
Families travelled from Tasmania, New South Wales, South Australia and across Victoria to share in
the excitement of seeing their loved ones relocate and settle into their new home-away-from-home
with a newfound Longy family.
First year students enjoyed a great Orientation program which included an
insightful tour of Horsham on Day 1. Abseiling and bushwalking that on
Day 2 tested everyone’s stamina with the temperature reaching 46
degrees; our hottest day for some time. An early start was required to
avoid the afternoon heat, but it certainly was worth the effort with
everyone getting to know each other rather quickly. There were also a
wide range of fun activities organised by members of the Longerenong
Student Association (LSA). Staff joined the group for a formal dinner in the
College’s dining room where they each delivered a short impromptu

speech. Some told their life stories whilst others were more creative and offered a series of trivia
questions testing the group's AFL knowledge. Saturday gave the students an opportunity to show
off their kayaking and swimming skills at Beulah.

A proud history, a bright future
Graduation
The 2016 Graduation ceremony welcomed back former student and guest speaker Kate Cross
(2010-2012), who spoke of her passion for agriculture and her connection with Longerenong
starting as a VETiS student in 2008.
Whilst completing her Advanced Diploma in Agriculture and Advanced Diploma in Agronomy, Kate
gained numerous awards including: Victorian Agricultural Show Ltd Rural Ambassador Award,
Australian Vocational Student of the Year, Scholarship recipient of GRDC Agricultural Award
Training, Invergowrie Foundation Agricultural Scholarship for Women and the ACAS/Coca Cola
Regional Scholarship. She is currently an Associate Breeder at Bayer CropScience Australia
(Horsham site) and proof that anything is achievable if you are prepared to work hard.

Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received awards which are a testimony to their hard
work and dedication during 2016:
Brad Robinson

Dux of First Year (Adv Dip of Ag) - Emma McCrae (Casterton)
Dux of Course (Adv Dip of Ag) - Brianna Walter (Axedale)
Dux of First Year (Cert IV in Ag) - Luke Nicholson (Moyston)
Dux of Course (Cert IV in Ag) - Bonnie Kenner (Baghad, Tas)
Dux of Course (Agronomy) - Cameron Krahe (Serpentine)
Dux of Course (Apprenticeship) - Cara Hadzig (Dimboola)
Outstanding Achievement in First Year - Tara Guest (Tumbarumba, NSW)

Luke Nicholson

Most Outstanding Effort in Show Steer Preparation - Kim Anderson (Moorooduc)
Insect Collection Prize - Sam Bevan (Gorae)
Plant Collection Prize (Adv Dip of Ag) - Emma McCrae (Casterton)
Plant Collection Prize (Cert IV in Ag) - Luke Nicholson (Moyston)
Plant Collection Prize (Apprenticeship) - Michaela Walkom(Taylors Lake)
Farm Management Award (Apprenticeship) - Dustin Cross (Horsham)
Apprentice Achievement Award - Mathew Klowss (Vectis)
Longerenong College Citizen of the Year - Brad Robinson (Peronne)
Teacher of the Year - Cathy Bunter (Moyston)

Shearing Competition
The traditional shearing competition is no longer a male-dominated event. Last year, a team of
inexperienced girls triumphed over the boys in a highly competitive and closely contested
competition.
Under the guidance of Craig Mackley and Stephen Drum (Teachers), and John Uebergang and Brad
Bensch (external instructors and assessors), all first years participated.
They learnt every aspect of shearing and wool classing, including crutching, penning up, pressing a
bale, rousabouting and shearing a sheep.
The winning team comprised of Stevie Bibby and Katie McPherson (shearers), and Grace Veenstra
and Rachel Hicks (wool handlers).
.

Winners: Stevie Bibby, Katie McPherson,
Grace Veenstra & Rachel Hicks
Best wool handler
Rachael Hicks
Best female shearer, Stevie Bibby &
best male shearer, Dan Heagney

Longerenong College regularly runs shearing schools
for outside groups and individuals.
Please contact the College if you are interested.

Open Day
The weather Gods were certainly looking after us on last year
as we welcomed people from as far away as Bathurst to our
annual Open Day.
And there was certainly something for everyone: bus tours of
the farm, walking tours of the campus and accommodation
facilities, displays and information sessions, and freshly baked
muffins and lunch provided by our caterers, eat@. The highlights,

Bonnie Keller, Shona Amos
and Julia Ash

as usual, were the two show steer parades which allow the College's
Show Steers Team to prepare themselves for the Royal Melbourne Show. A follow-up Information
Day held in December proved a popular option for anyone not able to attend in August..

1st year Kane Mason, Tailem Bend
(right) with prospective students Trent
Sherman & Cameron Horstman

Rachel Johnston (Elmore) with 1st year
Brianna Hyslop (Campbells Bridge)

2nd year Hayley Reading, Callawadda
(left) with prospective students

Melbourne Show

Getting ready to show the steers for the 2017 Open Day

Under the skilful guidance of Barry Ray (Manager Academic Programs) and Allan Penhall (Animal
Production Teacher), 18 keen and passionate students spent months last year feeding, monitoring
the health and learning how to get 14 steers market ready. The weeks prior was all about walking,
clipping and beautifying the animals to defend their Grand Champion Carcase title, which had been
awarded to Longerenong College for the past three years.
Although the College didn’t take home the major prize, we were successful in the following
categories:
•

Champion Export Carcase (Shorthorn bred by Scott McKay).

•

Champion Schools Carcase.

•

Reserve Champion Export Carcase
(bred by Longerenong College).

•

Highest Scoring School Bred and
Prepared Carcase.

•

Winning member of the Borthwick
Trophy. Won by the shorthorn breed
this year.

•

Laura Byrnes-Smith was awarded
reserve champion open handler.
Laura Byrne-Smith (Nathalia)

Lucy Powell (Paraparap)

Scholarship Recipients
Longerenong College is extremely fortunate to offer a range of scholarships throughout the year
thanks to the invaluable support from industry associations, as well as the generosity of Old
Collegians. All students are encouraged to apply and the following students have been successful in
recent applications:

GRDC ($3,000 each)

Driscoll Ag
(Donated by former student
Troy Driscoll

VFF ($3000)/BCG ($750)
($3,750 each)

$3,000 each)
Laura Forward Dan Heagney
(Horsham)

(Brocklesby NSW)

Brooke Saligari Tom Brady
(Campbelltown)

(Rhymney)

Laura Forward Kane Mason
(Horsham)

(Tailem Bend SA)

Hannah Leonard Jake Lockhart
(Cleveland Tas)

(Balranald)

ADAMA Chemical
Company
($5,000)

The Macpherson Smith
Rural Scholarship
($5,000 each)

Emily McErvale

Sam Bevan

(Langi Kal Kal)

Hayley Hart Emily McErvale
(Trawalla)

(Langi Kal Kal)

(Shepparton)

(Gorae)

Big Brother Movement
($8,000 each)

Katie
McPherson

Fox & Lillee
($5,000 each)

Bayer Scholarship
($1500 each)

Would you like to see
your name here?
Contact Donna Winfield to
enquire about applying for
or sponsoring a scholarship

Bo Delmenico
(Ultima)

Quintin Murphy Jamie Vagg
(Strathfieldsaye)

(Willenabrina)

Jacinta
Whitfield
(Linton)

Australian Training Award Winner
Congratulations to Dustin Cross (Horsham) who has taken out the coveted honor of 2017 Australian
Trainee of the Year. Dusty had a rigorous week of interviews and training in Canberra leading up to
the announcement in November.
For his Victorian title, Dusty received $5000 in prize money and a 2017 Victorian Training Award
trophy, as well as being an ongoing Ambassador for Victoria.
We also commend Cara Hadzig (Dimboola), who was one of the three finalists in the Victorian
Training Awards after a significant cull. The judges congratulated John Goldsmith on the caliber and
professionalism of these two students. Both are great ambassadors for agriculture and
Longerenong and we look forward to seeing where their dreams take them.
Both Cara and Dusty are two of our Certificate IV in
Agriculture apprenticeship graduates, and were up
against other top-performing trainees, in a range of
fields. During a series of interviews, they both had to
showcase their skills, achievements, best practices
and innovations in their dream occupation.
Congratulations, too, to Claire Bibby who coordinates the Longerenong apprenticeship program. This is a wonderful accolade for Claire who
devotes countless hours supporting all our students.

The Ballarat Agricultural & Pastoral Society Rural Achiever Award
Congratulations to second year student Rhianna Cook (Golden Point) who
was recently crowned runner-up 2017 Tertiary Student of the Year.
The award will help to fund Rhianna's research of Artificial Insemination and
pregnancy testing in livestock.

ALPA Vic Young Auctioneers Competition
We acknowledge the efforts of Matt Rowlands (Swan Hill) (2014) as he vied
for the honor of Australian Livestock & Property Agents Association’s Young
Auctioneer for 2017. It was no surprise to hear that Matt was presented
with an Encouragement Award. We loved catching up with Matt when he
visited the College on his way to Hamilton SheepVention.

The Weekly Times Shine Awards
Congratulations, too, to Laura Byrnes-Smith (Nathalia) who was a finalist in
the Passion Category of the awards. Laura recently completed her first year
of the ADAM course and was nominated for her passion and skill for country
and western singing and agriculture. She wowed students and staff at the
end of the year dinner with her beautiful voice.

Gifts to the Longerenong Resource Centre
We appreciate the on-going generosity of the following Alumni who recently donated personal
treasures to our historical collection.
Family of Anthony (Tony) Rae (1943) - 16 Volumes of the Rural Cyclopedia or a General Dictionary
of Agriculture (Published 1847)
Stewart (Huck) Finn (1947) - Badges
John Plunkett, Trevor Stannus & Stewart Finn (1949) - Framed photo of the original class of 1949
Mrs Hemphill on behalf of husband Russell Hemphill (1950) - Plant Collection from 1st year
Reg Lawler (1959) - Photos
Russell Venn (1968) - College Blazer
Vince O’Donnell (1971) - College Blazer
Russell Eastwood (1979) - College Blazer
Mary Raynes (1994) - College rugby jumpers from 1994- 1996
Any further college memorabilia would be gratefully accepted.
Apologies to anyone we have missed for their contributions.

Reunions
Student groups and individuals regularly return to Longy for reunions or just to drive around the
campus. For some, Longy was 'home', where some of the “best years of our lives” were spent.

1947-1949
Age and distance was no barrier for the four
remaining students from ‘The Diploma Dozen’
who returned to Longerenong in March, 70 years
after graduating.
Classmates Stewart Finn, Trevor Stannus and
John Plunkett were joined by families and
widows of former classmates, along with Jerry
Lane who was a student in 1949. The class was
the first group of third year students to complete
their studies at the College.
It was a trip down memory lane for this crew, some of whose family members travelled from
Queensland to share the banter and memories of their grandfather, Huck.
Peter (Storky) Gross who passed away in 2012, was also a fellow class member. Many will
remember Storky’s sense of humour, cheeky smile and his willingness to help the boys get over the
line at footy.
The group enjoyed an afternoon tea in the library followed by an evening meal at The Sports and
Community Club in Horsham. Highlights of the day included - a slideshow presentation depicting
College life; Trevor Stannus playing the ukulele; a visit from former House Supervisor, Col “Cappy”
Peterson; the group belting out the 1979 version of the War Cry with gusto; and stories over a few
ales which grew louder and funnier as the night progressed. The night’s memories were all captured
on video by Librarian, Jenny Blakeley.
The group presented the College with a framed photo of the original class from 1949 to add to the
archives collection.
* It is with deep regret that we announce the passing on December 8 of “Huck Finn”. Huck put up a
fight against cancer which was not evident when the group visited in March last year We will commemorate
Huck’s life in the next edition of Longy Links.

1992-1994
The group started their reunion rekindling friendships and discussing career directions at their old
watering hole, The Dooen. This was followed by a campus tour and short talk outlining
developments, hosted by Barry Ray (Manager Academic Programs) culminating with a dinner in the
familiar surroundings of the College’s dining room.
Some of the highlights of the event included the photo and memorabilia display in the Library and
catching up with staff members from the early ‘90s, Ron Tickner (Farm), Ian Antonoff (Engineering
Department) and Jenny Blakeley (library). Students could not believe the library still had original
copies of student business plans. The campus tour provided an interesting insight into how the
college enterprises have developed and changed, and all were very impressed with the dorm
upgrades.
“Some of the Dooen Hotel carpet is still the same that we spilt many rums on! After dinner in the familiar
surroundings of the College dining room, we partied on with old friends into the wee hours in various
Horsham establishments, just like we did 20 something years ago! It was a weekend that we won't forget
(and many will take a week to get over!!).” Heidi (Florissen) Latham, Organiser

Stephen Carracher, Stew MacPherson,
Aidan Mansfield & Royden Hearn

Kylie (Robinson) McClelland
& Stacey (Redden) Bennett

Karen (Hopwood) Baum &
Justine (Rowe) Severin

Why not start planning your own reunion?
•
•
•
•

It’s a great time to reminisce
Discover changes that have taken place
It’s an opportunity to come ‘home’
A chance to reconnect with old friends and enjoy old friendships

Adrian O'Brien &
Matthew Brown

Simon Severin, Renae Price,
Jane King, David Holland

How we can help:
•
•
•

Provide a list of names from a graduating year
Provide photos to display in the library
Promote your reunion via our Facebook page, online
calendar or in our Alumni newsletter

Matthew Brown, Andrew McClelland,
Matt Ryan, Ian Antonoff

Obituary
Vale Philip Roche 1950 - 2017
After emigrating with his family from England, Phil “The Pom”
Roche enrolled at Longerenong College in 1969.
He initially struggled in Australia with the heat, flies and
isolation, but he was a tough and resilient character and an
accomplished athlete and sports lover. He became a blind
follower of the Pies and regularly abused umpires at the MCG.
He met Lesley, his soul mate for the next 47 years and together
they had three daughters and eventually eight grandchildren.
Phil tried his hand at teaching, sheep farming, running a newsagency in Horsham and eventually
became a shepherd at Wingiel, the former Ardno stud property near Inverleigh, owned by the
McEachern family.
In June of this year, tragically he fell ill with meningococcal disease and passed away that evening.

Vale John Beney (LAC 1962-64) who passed away 23 October
2017.
John is fondly remembered as a talented artist and for his wicked
sense of humour. At his funeral, former classmates recounted the
story of John’s obsession with the surfer look. “He decided that
all it took to get the surfer look was a decent dose of peroxide.
Unfortunately the peroxide and black hair was not a good mix
and the result was a shock of carrot orange hair. He then had to
shave it all off and for a month or so had this strange orange
stubble all over his head meaning he couldn’t go our anywhere or
leave the college”. (Taken from notes by Graeme MacLennan
John (in wheelchair) with
classmates at the 121 celebrations
at LAC in 2010

and Wayne Walden)

* We also acknowledge the passing this year of Harold ‘Frizz’ Frazer (1948) and Bob Tate (1950),
and we are grateful to Bill Grant (1948) who gives us regular updates of past students.

Frizz Fraser

Bob Tate

Industry Placement
Remember the joys of doing work placement? Since 2014, second year students have had a broader
range of options in their endeavours to pursue experience and adventure. While some students are
keen to dabble in more than one occupation, locally or interstate, this year five students seized the
opportunity to further their skills and knowledge on an international scale.
For 11 weeks, some called Canada, the USA and New Zealand home, forging lifelong friends and
gaining a wealth of knowledge in the process.
These students were fortunate enough to receive $2000 in funding from the Federal Government
as part of the VET Outbound Mobility Scholarship, assisting with travel costs.
Greg (Radders) Radford has the task of co-ordinating industry placement. He needs to ensure all
students have their placement organised and that all the paperwork is complete. Upon their return,
each student is assessed on their presentation to staff and fellow students. Gone are the days of a
simple slide show, the tech savvy generation of today tell their story using sophisticated PowerPoint
presentations and videos.

Sam Bevan at Donald, Vic

New Zealand

Intercollegiate sports
What an awesome effort by our footballers and
netballers who both came runners-up in last year’s
Intercollegiate competition The Longy boys haven’t won
Intercol since 2010 when the team was captained by
Xander McRae.
It was ironic that our 2nd years had a big day and night
on the McRae property at Wallup as part of their
Research Trials Field Day. We’ll blame the late night for
depleting the energy and fitness levels of some of the lads!
Students were up at the crack of dawn and ready to take on arch-rivals Marcus Oldham at the
Maldon Recreation Reserve. Under Captain/coach Xavier Mertz, the boys were fired up for their
first match against Marcus. With fresh legs, it was a dream start with our boys claiming an easy
victory over Marcus.
The second game proved more of a challenge but success
prevailed once again over Latrobe Uni. The win meant a
place in the grand final against Melbourne Uni (Dookie
Campus). The game was tightly contested with the Longy
lads succumbing to a 3-goal loss against a more skilful team.

“IT WAS A GREAT ATMOSPHERE
AND EVERYONE WAS GETTING
AROUND IT” KRISTY LOWES

Key players included Joe Lockhart (BOG), Tom Considine, Ethan Hooppell & Paddy Taylor - Potter.
Brooke Saligari, Hayley Reading, Tessa Sexton and Emily McErvale were stand-out players in the
netball. Consistently accurate shooting by Bri Hyslop and Laura Byrnes-Smith paved the way for a
dream run into the grand final. Unfortunately, the girls went down to La Trobe by a mere 4 goals.
Time
didn’t
allow for a
mixed netball
final, but no
doubt
there
was a burning
desire for the
team to make it
to the grandy!

Blast from the Past
FIRST YEAR 1968

Students of 1968 please contact us so that we can help you organise a reunion in
2018 to commemorate 50 years since starting your Longerenong journey.

Tell us your story
We are always interested in hearing what you've been doing since you left Longerenong College. If
you would like to share what has been happening, please us on info@longy.com.au
Many of our alumni are renowned in their respective fields both in Australia and overseas. Did you
know that the following people graduated from Longerenong?
Peter Fisher
modelling a
donated blazer

•

John Gill (1949) - VFL Essendon Footballer

•

Peter Fisher (1952) - Australian Politician, 1972 -1993

•

Ridley Bell (1967) - Farmer of the Year (NSW) 2010

•

Leigh Nugent (1969) - Former Head Coach for the Australian Olympic Swim Team

•

David Campbell (1981) - Lead guitarist with Darryl Braithwaite

•

David Jochinke (1996) - Victorian Farmers Federation President

•

Olivia Ryan (2013) - McCain Ballarat's first female Potato Agronomist

If you would like to add your name here, or know of someone who should be here, then please
contact us! We love hearing success stories about our Alumni.

Ag Training in Action
2017 students

Let's keep in touch.
We want to know of engagements, marriages, births and deaths - all with dates of the event and
the years spent at Longy so that we can include this information in our Alumni Database and
Newsletter.

Alumni Membership
Membership is automatic and lifelong for all graduates and staff of Longerenong College.
Maintaining your membership is as easy as keeping your contact details up to date. Our Alumni
records are incomplete so we need your help to spread the news. You can do this by:
•
•
•
•

Liking our Facebook page (Longy College)
Updating your contact details at info@longy.com.au
Telling your friends, classmates, neighbours and workmates to contact us if they have a
connection to the College
Following us on Instagram

Longy College@longy College
https://www.facebook.com/longycollege

Support
Depending on the event’s location, the Alumni team are here to guide and support you in planning
your reunion. We can assist by:
•

Guiding you through the reunion process including information on campus venues

•

Letting you know how many of your classmates we’ve got contact details for

•

Sending email invitations on your behalf

•

Promoting your reunion on our website, social media pages and in the alumni newsletter

•

Preparing guest name tags for attendees

•

Collecting RSVPs and ticket fees

Giving to Longerenong College Alumni is an investment in the future. You can
support us in a variety of ways including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual giving
One off donations
Providing a scholarship
Donating a prize for graduation
Gifts of memorabilia
Bequests
Support of a specific project (Landscaping the new Study Centre area or
having naming rights on the Centre or other buildings)
Contacting us when your details change

Some of the projects earmarked for growth of the College include:
•
•
•
•

Upgrade of the Tennis Courts
Restoring 1906 Billiard Table
Extending the student carpark
Landscape development for past students and staff

Feedback
We'd love to hear your feedback, ideas or comments on the newsletter – please email info@longy.com.au

