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130 Years of Longerenong College and still going strong
Two thousand and twenty, the
year of bushfires, floods and
pandemics. The year we all
want to forget. It has also been
a year of unprecedented
challenges at the College. The
ongoing and evolving COVID19 pandemic has dramatically
changed the way in which we
currently conduct classes. Who
would have thought that our
current students would have to forgo their social gatherings in the College Hall, home to so many happy times
including displays, concerts, ceremonies, sports activities, even church services through the years? Today it is
a lecture room to accommodate physical distancing.
This time last year, College staff were in the midst of organising the 130th celebrations. What a relief we were
able to enjoy that event prior to COVID!
For some year groups, the pandemic has forced them to postpone their reunion. Fortunately, this has given
library staff an opportunity to sort and name photos and find relevant memorabilia in preparation for their
event.
This year has also seen a major change to the
library, with the size and collection being
significantly reduced to make way for the
DATA farm. Removal of most of the books,
journals and video collection means existing
resources are more relevant, and easier to
locate.
COVID safe Library users Liam Sheahan, Georgia
Cole and Katherine McNeily (at computer) in the
newly located book collection. Over the years, this
area was used for group work, then home of the
journals collection.

Please stay safe and take care of each other, and we look forward to seeing you back at the College in the near
future.

General Manager’s Report by Mr John Goldsmith
2020 has certainly been a year like no other and
like most of the country, the COVID pandemic has
had a significant impact on the college. It’s been
a difficult time for both staff and students and
particularly for the students who’ve had to
comply with both college and government
protocols throughout the year. Full-time oncampus students started the year in February but
were sent home on 23 March due to COVID
restrictions, eventually returning 6 July. This was
a minor inconvenience for second year Advanced
Diploma students as they commenced industry
placement in April. However, for others it meant
a move to online learning. The college has
remained open during Term 3, however physical
distancing rules have curtailed virtually all student
social activities which has been a frustration for
most.

Tilly Grayling, Tamara Halit, Airley Mulraney looking at
ways of baiting foxes during 1080 training with Agronomy
teacher Nick Wachsmann

The March graduation ceremony was initially postponed and eventually cancelled due to COVID and our
annual Open Day has also been impacted significantly with this year’s event going fully online on 13
September. Whilst it’s a very different way to showcase the college, the advantages are that a lot of the online
material will stay on the college website into the future, particularly the virtual tours.
Another positive is that we’ve been forced to fast-track some of our online training activities and whilst not
replacing our hands-on practical training, there are definite advantages in using electronic assessment tools
for example, rather than the old paper based system. This will be further refined in the future and will be a
value add to what has been done in the past.
The pandemic hasn’t slowed the implementation of the Longy DATA Farm and with all new equipment now
on site, we are now in the final phase of implementation - the deployment of the sensors and platforms. This
will see a multitude of sensors all around the farm which will relay information back to the recently completed
DATA Farm Innovation Centre, located in the north-east wing of the library. There is a huge range of initiatives
and we look forward to a Grand Opening in the not too distant future.

Jack Cullen, Sam Lockhart & Tyler Howlett checking baiting
techniques

The college farm is progressing well in what has
been quite a mixed season so far. There was a
timely autumn break but followed by a very dry
June/July with only 40% of the long-term
average rain falling during those two months.
August, however, was 50% above average, so
things quickly turned for the better and with an
average spring we should look forward to a
productive harvest.

The cattle feedlot has been run as normal, however, the preparation of show steers has been quite different.
No Open Day event and no Royal Melbourne Show, but students have still learnt the skills associated with
show steer preparation. The Ag Society have developed a modified carcase competition this year in Yea in lieu
of the show, to which we will send a small number of animals in late September.
Overall, we’ve continued to provide students with the best training possible in what has been a very
challenging year and the staff have done a great job adapting. I hope that everyone stays safe and healthy
and we can all put the pandemic behind us sooner rather than later.

$2 million Funding Announcement for Facilities Upgrade
Minister for Training and Skills and Higher Education Gayle Tierney visited the college in June to announce a
$2 million facilities upgrade funding package. $1.5 million will be used to upgrade the Agribusiness Centre
which was opened in 1986. The refurbishment project has been on the wish list for several years and it is
fantastic the state government has thrown further support behind the college.
The refurbishment includes replacement of

furniture, fixtures and finishes to provide
students a more vibrant learning
environment featuring multimedia and
interactive technology, including
interactive screens and upgraded Wi-Fi
connectivity, as well as replacement of
the old heating and cooling system,
upgrade of disabled access and general
repairs to existing infrastructure.
The project will align with the implementation of the college DATA Farm and Innovation Centre,
providing a coordinated integration of technology and use of data throughout the entire
agribusiness building.
The remaining $500,000 will be used for the construction of a new classroom directly east of the

Agricultural Engineering Centre. This will include the replacement of the existing ablution block and
student luncheon area to create one multi-functional facility.
Both projects are scheduled for completion by December 2021.

Building Fund
The Longerenong College Building Fund was officially launched at the 130th Birthday Celebration
held in October last year. The fund has been set up to continue the pursuit of establishing state-ofthe-art training facilities at the college. The fund is focusing on the construction of a chemical
training centre, DATA Farm machinery centre and shearing training centre.
Donations to the fund will be used to leverage co-contributions from other sources and it is
extremely pleasing that past alumni have contributed $50,000 to the fund already.
Please contact the college if you wish to make a donation or would like further information.

Longerenong DATA Farm by Bryan Matuschka, DATA Farm Co-Ordinator
The Longerenong DATA Farm is an exciting new initiative transforming the
existing Longerenong College farm into a farm of the future. The governmentfunded DATA farm will give growers, industry and students a chance to view and
interact with the exciting opportunities that agricultural technology has to offer.
Part of the College Library has been transformed into the DATA Farm Innovation
Centre, where visitors can interact with the data from a wide array of sensors
that will be installed across the entire farm and combined with remote sensing
and yield data.

Bryan with Topsoil Mapper

For growers, the Demonstration Farm will
open up possibilities to integrate digital
agriculture into their businesses to enhance
decision-making and improve productivity and
profitability.
For students, the DATA Farm will enhance learning by exposing Longy students in all courses to the latest
technology and encouraging them to use information for evidence-based decision making.

The Longerenong College Farm has taken
possession of new machinery as part of this
initiative including a Horsch Sprinter 12NT
airseeder, a Case IH Patriot 3330 self-propelled
sprayer, a Sulky X40+ variable rate spreader and two
Polaris side-by-side utility vehicles.

Airseeder in action

Side by side training

The training at the college will also include the use of a Geoprospectors TopSoil Mapper and the interpretation
of imagery captured by the DATA Farm drones through high-resolution cameras with multispectral and
thermal capabilities.
The sensor deployment on the farm will begin in August with the set-up complete by the end of the year. It is
hoped that the Innovation Centre will be officially opened sometime in late spring 2020.

The Patriot

Congratulations
Terry O’Callaghan was recognised for his contribution and service to the dairy
industry and service to community organisations through an Order of Australia
Award and made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM). Although awarded in
2002, we only recently became aware of this achievement. We offer our belated
congratulations to Terry.
Terry started his studies at Longerenong College in 1952. Terry said he “placed a high
value on the education I received during the 3 years I was at the College”. Whilst he
had an initial career in industry as a Time and Motion Study Engineer, the latter part
of his career was directly involved with agriculture. He was a Primary Industry
Consultant setting up Woolstock Ltd to sell the wool stockpile, and then Secretary of
the Company, and distributed $1.8 billion compensation to Australian dairy farmers in his role as a member of
the Dairy Structural Adjustment Authority before retiring from full time employment in 1997. Following
retirement, Terry worked as an independent primary industry consultant for ten years working on a wide range
of secondary and primary industry consultancy assignments.
During that time, he occupied a number of Board positions including a Trustee Director of Prime Super, a major
Superannuation Fund, a Board member of the Dairy Adjustment Authority and Company Secretary of
WoolStock Australia Limited and Company Secretary of Agricultural Company of Australia Pty Ltd.

The Weather Report by Longerenong weather man, Brett Allender
The year finished on a rather dry note with
just 3.4mm of rain in December bringing
the 2019 total to 311.4mm. This was a full
100mm below the long-term average, but
with 251mm falling in the growing season
from April to October, it at least managed
to rain at the right times for a pretty
decent harvest.
In stark contrast, 2020 is off to a flyer in the
rainfall stakes with 207.8mm already in the
gauge at the half way mark, making it the
wettest start to a year since 2011. While
there have been no huge downpours,
every month has recorded at least 17mm
and with February and April both topping
50mm and a further 41mm in May, it was
an excellent autumn break.

LAC Weather station in 1992

The rain has slowed up a bit during winter with calm conditions leading to 13 frosts and just 20mm of rain in
June and only 11mm for the first half of July, but hopefully there is plenty more rain to come in the second
half of the year to keep the total above average.
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Out and About

A group of eight people with a
Longerenong connection travelled
to the Upper Murray in the wake of
the New Year’s Eve fire to help the
region start to rebuild.
Longerenong Human Resources
teacher, Amelia Crafter, put the call
out to students and friends asking if
anyone was interested in a trip to
Corryong to join a Rotary run camp
to help rip down and rebuild fences
in the areas.
“One of my best friend’s farm is
in the region and they had some HELPING OUT: The team after clearing fence lines for Cudgewa farmer Bill Jarvis
of their property burnt and I (third from left) with students Perri Proposch, Georgia Cole and Miranda Rose.
have been there and it’s such a
great place, so I thought maybe fencing was a way we could help,” Ms Crafter said.

FUN TIMES: Students Miranda Rose and
Perri Proposch (back)
with Courtney Clough and Teacher,
Amelia Crafter (front)

Three students put their hand up and she
also had a friend from Horsham volunteer.
“One of the students recruited three more
people from Bendigo, so we had eight all up
and we drove across the state in convoy
together and set up camp just weeks after
the fire went through.”

“The area had only just been deemed safe for a volunteer fencing camp and roads were only open to residents
and support groups like ourselves. It was a real eye-opening site driving through the burnt mountains to
Corryong.”
The group camped in swags at the Rotary run camp, alongside the Australian Defence Force camp and the two
groups worked together in the field to rip down and rebuild fences.
“We were up there for five days and it was an incredible experience. We were made to feel so welcome and
we tried to support the community while we were there,” Ms Crafter said.
“After a long day of dirty work in the heat and smoke haze we spent time at the local pub. We also made sure
we didn’t bring any food with us and bought everything we needed locally to support the businesses.

Around the camp there was a great vibe. Everyone was there to
help and work hard. We would eat meals together and get to
know each other. It rained two of the nights we were camping
and some of us had soggy swags, but no one complained,
everyone just got up and got on with the job with a great
attitude. I was so proud of everyone who came along.”
Ms Crafter said the group mainly worked on properties close
to Corryong or at Cudgewa.
“The farmers would come and greet us in the morning and let
us know what fencing they wanted ripped down and when we
were finished they were incredibly grateful and let us know
how much time, that they really didn’t have, we had saved
them.
“Despite everything they had been through and how fresh and
raw it was, they really enjoyed the company, a chat and a
laugh.
We had lunch at one family’s house, and he was a former
Longerenong College student, Ian Middleton, and he got
his Diploma and trophies out. It was really special.

REUNION: Former Longerenong College graduate
Ian Middleton with current student Perri Proposch

Some things were really hard to see and it showed how recent
the blaze was. Finding burnt cattle hooves in the ground was a
reminder of how much had been lost and that the livestock
clean-up had only just taken place. At the same time, seeing
fresh growth on the burnt trees was a reminder of resilience
and a beautiful contrast to the blackened earth around it.”
Ms Crafter said if people wanted to help bushfire affected
areas, they could consider fencing camps.
“I don’t have huge amounts of money to donate but I did make
some time, as did the rest of our group, and we were able to
help that way. It also helps you have some kind of
understanding of the impacts, although I don’t think you can
really understand it unless you have been through it like they
did,” she said.
Prior to the outbreak of COVID-19, the group intended
revisiting the area to offer further assistance and to rekindle
the friendships with people they’d met in January.
Smoko time: Nathaniel McKay,
Miranda Rose & Georgia Cole

Donations of memorabilia to the Historical Collection
We appreciate the generosity of the following Alumni who recently donated personal treasures to our
historical collection.
Michael Graefe (former staff member) - His book “The Dresden Intrigue: An Australian Historical Story, and a
brief synopsis of his life which can be found here: Michael Graefe - An update for friends, former students &
acquaintances. Michael said “The main purpose of my wife, Janet, and I visiting Longerenong for its 130 years
celebrations is to gain deeper insights into how this venerable institution has so successfully managed to reinvent itself into a remarkable success story. This has occurred under the leadership of Principal John
Goldsmith and his Board, composed of no-nonsense successful business leaders in the surrounding Wimmera
Region. Janet and I have a great soft spot in our hearts and an outright love for Longerenong Agricultural
College as it provided us with the most rewarding and joyous years of our lives that also represented the apex
of my career until VCAH put an end to this. We owe you lots, are deeply grateful for what it did for its wonderful
students, to agriculture, the friendly cohesive College Community and to our fond memories of great times”.
Reg Lawler (LAC 1959) Booklet showcasing the reunion of the 1962 graduation class held in 2019.
Euan Logan (LAC 1960) Collection of eggs ranging from miniatures to ostrich/emus, a bronze statue of a
shearer, an original Longerenong Christmas card from the 1960s, his insect collection and a box of LAC sports
trophies. We look forward to meeting Euan so he can help us identify the eggs, and to thank him for trusting
us with his prized possessions.

Bill Poynton (LAC 1960) Sports Programs and certificates from 1960 to ’62, and a reference from Principal, C.
Pym Cook.
Geoff Larner (LAC 1961) LAC cap, original Student’s Certificate, and well-worn Centenary cap. His fine (below)
for ‘Disgraceful behaviour’ would certainly pale into insignificance compared to the antics of today’s students.

Lew Armstrong (LAC 1970) A College T-shirt made famous in the 1970s. The
logo was designed by Tony (Tuber) Jene.
Neville Willox (LAC 1970) copies of graduation ceremony programs, football
and graduation cabaret tickets, class, cricket and football photos, leave card
- all from the early ‘70s.
Rob Mather (Lecturer 1977 - 1981) Original Longerenong rain gauge with LAC
inscription. The gauge became obsolete when measurements changed from
imperial to metric, points to inches. Staff members were rostered on to take
manual readings at 8.00 am and 3.00 pm, seven days per week.

Lew Armstrong at 50-year
reunion in Feb 2020

History of the HR Pierce Cup by Grenville Sylvester - LAC 1969
The Henty family were the first settlers in Victoria at Portland. They owned the property of Merino Downs.
Who would have thought their descendants, Henty, would become the blacksmith at Longerenong from 1915
to 1940, and, Hugh, a student at LAC in 1937?
After the war finished and during settlement of the estate, the large silver cup
was secured by Henty. Because Henty loved his time while blacksmithing at
Longerenong with Hugh, and because Hugh passed away in 1943, Henty decided
to give the cup as a perpetual trophy to celebrate Hugh’s life and what he offered
students.
The cup was a very important trophy, from England or Scotland prior to two
families migrating to Australia. On the way to Dooen, Henty called into the
jeweller to have the raised lettering done, to be told the cup and its lid was solid
silver. Henty’s comment was “I hope the college will see the importance of this”.
Another descendent, Grenville, attended Longerenong in 1969 and returned to
the College in 2019 to celebrate 50 years since commencing first year.

Grenville Silvester with
the Cup in 2019

Click on the link to read the full story History of the HR Pierce Cup

Collegians’ News
We are grateful to the following graduates and staff who have shared their career paths with us:

My Journey – Greg Brinsmead (LAC 1960)
“I thoroughly enjoyed my three years at Longerenong. I loved the sport, the blend of
academic and practical work and the comradery of fellow students. Skills and
knowledge I learnt at Longerenong I still use today”.
In reflection, I still find it amazing that a group of 17 plus year old men would all
quietly attend church in the hall on a Sunday morning or sit up and listen to Clem
Jepson reading a story. How things have changed. I do think back with some regret
on some of the stupid behaviour I was involved in but I suppose that was part of
growing up.
Greg at the 130th
Celebrations in 2019

One of my funniest recollections occurred soon after I arrived at the College when
Ian Reid told me to take the tractor up to the hill paddock and start scarifying. I drove
on and on looking for the hill paddock until I was rudely stopped by “Mouse” who
asked me where the f*** I was going. I replied, ”to the hill paddock”. “You are on the f***ing hill” was Mouse's
reply. Having grown up in the Gippsland Hills that small rise was definitely not a hill!”
Click on the link to continue reading about Greg’s successful life: Greg Brinsmead - A life story

John A. ‘Jac’ Considine (LAC 1960)
My time at Longerenong was life changing. It enabled me to move towards a
career I aspired to. As a boy who failed and never completed school, and who
hadn’t been allowed to do his preferred subjects, Longerenong provided me
with a path to academia and to biology and research.
My years at Longerenong were formative and I recall you all. My life has been
too complex, intense, and remote to maintain links, but I would love to catch
up some time. It is quite amazing how our years at Longerenong exerted such
a strong and positive influence on our lives. Who would have thought at the
time?”
On leaving Longerenong, I was one of the fortunate few who gained a
Commonwealth scholarship. I took that to Melbourne University. From there, having worked for the Ag Dept.
over summer, they and the local industry sponsored me to do an MSc at the Waite Institute in Adelaide…..
Click on the link to read “Jac’s” interesting and honest recount: John A. ‘Jac’ Considine
Neil McAlpine (LAC 1970)

Neil has enjoyed a variety of challenging jobs all over the country. He was Regional
Manager at Sinon Australia, WA), Regional Manager of UPL Australia Ltd based in
Perth; Australia & NZ Business Manager for Seed and Forage Bags, working with
SFB directors to maintain and increase the grain bag and machinery business and
to look for new opportunities for distributors. Between 2007 and 2012, Neil was
Regional Manager for United Phosphorous, managing Victorian, Tasmanian, and
South Australian customers, after spending time as the Commercial Manager at
Swan Hill Chemicals, and Southern Region Manager for Beeline Systems in Perth.
He set up the Greenfield office and staff for GPS auto steer agricultural system and
expanded sales to SA & Victoria.
Previously, he maintained and developed Rural Co business in WA as State
Manager, Wesfarmers Federation Insurance National Rural Manager in Melbourne and Bassendean WA, and
Regional and Area Manager for Shell Agrichemicals in Victoria, Tasmania, and Western Australia.
The class of 1970 was pleased Neil made the sojourn to attend their February reunion this year.
Ian Andrew Baird (LAC 1971)
After completing his Bachelor in Applied Science at Canberra CAE in 1976, Ian worked as a Technical Officer
for CSIRO and a Scientific Officer with the Ministry of Conservation before becoming a Lecturer in Natural
Resource Management at Canberra CAE. In 1986, he completed his Master of Resource and Environmental
Studies at ANU.
During the 1980s and ‘90s, Ian was employed as an Experimental Scientist with CSIRO Wildlife and Ecology,
Project Officer with ACT Weeds Strategy, and Policy Officer Forests Task Force (Dept Environment). He was a
self-employed consultant in 1996-97 prior to accepting the positions of Project Officer with ACT Waste, and
Program Manager, Policy, Planning and Information Systems with the ACT Government in Dept. of Urban
Services.
From the late 1990s through to the mid-2000s, Ian worked in the ACT as a Senior Policy Officer with the
Department of Territories and Municipal Services, Senior Manager in Natural Environment, Principal Officer at
Nature Conservation Policy, before ending his career as Senior Officer Nature Conservation Policy. All these
positions were with the Environment Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate.
Ian has enjoyed retirement since July 2018.

Nick Ryan AFSM (LAC 1982)
Nick initially went to Canada on an Agricultural exchange in 1985 then headed back
to the family farm at Wemen in the Mallee Vic. Started with Department of
Conservation (DELWP now through various iterations) in Mildura in 1991. Became
interested in aviation and firefighting years ago and now work for DELWP as a
Regional Manager and fire/aviation specialist. Nick is coming up to a 30-year career
with many and varied experiences.
We congratulate Nick for being awarded The Australian Fire Service Medal (AFSM) for distinguished service
by a member of an Australian fire service.

Class of 1970 - 1972 50-year reunion (As recalled by Geoff Stratford)
It was hot, it was humid, there was a dust storm
and the power had been off! Undeterred, the early
arrivals for a 50-year anniversary reunion of
commencing at Longerenong in 1970 assembled at
the Bull and Mouth in Horsham on January 31.
Acquaintances were quickly renewed as a lead into
a weekend of reminisces. Animated and friendly
conversation was the order of the evening as those
who had come together a few years previously
welcomed Lew and Marg Armstrong, Phil Morley
and past lecturer Peter Fishley and his son Simon
to the reunion circle.

Neville Willox, Gerry Kenna, Jim Lonsdale
(Former Principal), and Phil Morley

The main gathering day was set for Saturday lunch
at the Dooen Pub and a wider selection of 1970
first years plus a few others who joined the group
along the way assembled across a couple of hours.
More first-time reunion attendees in Sam
Anderson, Neil McAlpine, Rob Knight and Barry
Hume were welcomed enthusiastically and the
chatter was almost deafening. The pub did us
proud with a finger food lunch which was so
appropriate to a now senior Aussie group with
diminishing appetite. Liquid consumption was
Rob Atkin, Trevor Domaschenz, Barry Hume
also diminished compared to 50 years previous. All
were so pleased to see Jim Lonsdale for a short time and wished him the best.
Mid arvo assembly at the college was an eye opener, the quality of the accommodation is fantastic compared
to all those years ago and we made ourselves comfortable courtesy of Jenny Blakeley allocating rooms and
briefing us on the layout of facilities. It was great to welcome past lecturer Martin Westbrooke and Dianne
who had travelled from Ballarat to join us. CEO John Goldsmith welcomed the group and led a bus tour of the
college. General consensus was that some great improvements have been achieved and LAC is heading in the
right direction. John and his team also have exceptional plans to upgrade some key facilities which have
become a bit tired.

After a quick freshen the group, which had now swelled to about 40, assembled in the dining room for predinner drinks and finger food followed by a gourmet dinner. If only the ambiance and catering was of this
standard 50 years ago was a catch cry but then the fees may have been a burden for our parents.
Earnest conversation was still the key theme
Geoff Soar and Anyes
although we had a brief interlude courtesy of Bruce
Englesman during dinner. A short acknowledgement
was offered to those who have passed on and thanks
were expressed to all who had travelled to attend.
Bruce also reminded us of some of the lighter
moments during our studies, then back to
conversation. Although no official “travelled
furthest’’ was awarded, mention must be made of
Neil McAlpine travelling from Perth and Geoff Soar
and Anyes travelling from Brisbane, well done. While we had a lengthy occupation of the dining room most
still moved on to one of the new Study Centres (common rooms) for further “fellowship” well into Sunday
morning for some.
Our organising team and all present expressed our thanks to the college for hosting and especially to Jenny
Blakeley for her organisation which included a display of historical items and photographs in the dining room.
Thankfully we were able to talk Jenny into joining us for dinner to occupy the seat left vacant by Maurie
Stanford who was committed to working on the fire disaster in the east of the state. Our thoughts were with
Maurie.
Breakfast in the dining room was again of the highest quality and members commenced their farewells,
although some continued conversation well into the morning. In fact, some members moved into Horsham
for coffee and/or lunch prior to final goodbyes and setting off for home. It was reported that a couple of
attendees only got as far as Ararat before they met up for a further coffee and chat enroute home.
A great celebration of a great period in our lives, which we hope to acknowledge again in years to come, thank
you Longy!

Back: Sean Cole, Graeme Lynas, Don Walsgott, Bruce Sawyer
L - R as they appear in front and middle rows: Archie Anderson, Franz Tursi, Neville Willox, Rob Knight (with beard),
Geoff Stratford (in College blazer), Geoff Soar, Peter Fishley (Ag Instructor), Gerry Kenna, Lew Armstrong (in blazer),
Martin Westbrooke (Lecturer), Geoff Rethus, Bruce Englesman (in pink shirt), Dale Frankel, Barry Hume (in shorts),
Neil McAlpine, Ian Benning, Ian Lyster, Rob Atkin (in blazer), John Ward, Phil Morley, Trevor Domaschenz

Marriages

Milestones

Cathy Pawsey (1985) to Gary Richardson
(Feb 2020)
Kayla Woods to Matt Wiedemann (2010)
(Feb 2020)
Alana Perry (2012) to Jay Edwards (2012)
(October 2019)
Hannah Torney (2012) to Deanne Morris
(Feb 2020)

Engagements
Kelly Kirkpatrick to Brett Matthews
(2007) in January 2020
Bridget McKenzie (2018) to Zach
Dorrington (2015) on 7 June 2020

Annabelle Jacka (2013) to Steven Norton
(Feb 2020)
Jess Lawrence (2014) to John Moloney in
(March 2020)
Grace Williams (2018) to Daniel Morrow
(2013) (Mar 2020)

Births
Jessica and Ayden Roberts (Gardener) were delighted to welcome daughter,
Mabel Willow on 15 January 2020 in Ballarat.
Ashlee Edwards (2009) and Ryan McClelland (2005) celebrated the birth of their
daughter, Billie Jane on 27 December 2019. Billie is a playmate for their
daughter, Zoey.
Elle Burgess (2011) and Ben Henderson (2010) welcomed another gorgeous
daughter, Charlotte Ann, on 8 July 2020. Big sister, Bronte, is happy she has a
playmate.
Kate Cross (2011) and Simon Nuske were excited to bring home their first child,
Grace Louise on 23 March 2020.
Emma Ray (2016) and Ozzie
A son, Musa (meaning Moses) in June 2020). Brother to Hazel, and another
special grandchild for current Training Manager and former student, Barry Ray.
Jaime Vagg (2017) and Josh Murphy welcomed their sweet daughter, Elaina
Louise on 6 April 2020.

Obituaries
It is with great sadness we announce the passing of the following members of our Longerenong
community.
Vale H Michael Graefe (Lecturer 1971- 82) who passed away peacefully at home on
3 February 2020, after a courageous battle, surrounded by the love of his family, his
books and music. He kept his strength, dignity and wonderful humour to the very
end.
Many former students and staff were fortunate to have caught up with Michael at
the 130th celebrations last year. He was aged 82.
Vale Kate Brown (LAC 1988) who passed away on 5 March 2020. Kate was diagnosed with breast cancer in
May 2014 which then led to secondary brain cancer. Despite a mammoth fight and a positive attitude, she
passed away in Melbourne with close friends and family by her side.
Vale Lance Tucker (LAC 1963) who tragically lost his life in an accident on 13th January 2020. Several former
college mates attended his funeral in Brisbane. Lance also worked at the college as a Piggery Assistant from
1967 to 1968. Originally from Polkemmet, Lance’s brothers Craig and Paul also attended LAC.
We also offer our sincerest condolences to former Senior Lecturer, Leigh Swaby, (1965-86) on the passing of
his wife, Loris on 3 July 2020; and Ian (Ike) Iredell on the passing of his wife, Ely in October 2019. Ike worked
on the College farm from 1972 to 1999.

Let’s Keep in touch
We want to know of engagements, marriages, births
and burials – all with dates of the event and the
years spent at the College so that we can include this
information in our Alumni Database and Newsletter.
.

Please contact Jenny Blakeley, Alumni Coordinator,
on
0427 816 201 or alumni@longy.com.au

Support
Giving to Longerenong College Alumni is an investment in the future. You can support us in a variety of ways
including:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual giving

•

Contacting us when your details change

One off donation
Providing a scholarship
Donating a prize for graduation
Gifts of memorabilia
Bequests
Support of a specific project (Landscaping the Agribusiness Centre, or having naming rights on the
Centre or other buildings)

Some of the projects earmarked for growth of the
College include:
•
•
•

Upgrade of the tennis and netball
courts, and the football oval
Restoring 1906 Billiard Table
Extending the student carpark

Up Coming Events
•

Virtual Open Day 13 September 2020

Due to COVID 19 restrictions, the following
events have been postponed until further
notice:
•
•

Opening of the DATA Farm
Class of 2010 Ten Year Reunion

Remember the wardrobe doors in the dorms? This
door was salvaged prior to the upgrades of the
student accommodation in 2016.

Paving the way to Longy’s future
As part of our on-going quest to acknowledge our Alumni community, commemorative pavers are
available to all students and staff at a cost of $50 each. Please fill out in the squares below the
name to appear on this paver. For multiple orders contact Longerenong College Reception on 03
5362 2222 or Alumni Co-Ordinator at alumni@longy.com.au

Interested in having your name etched on the
outside wall of The College Hall?
Pavers can be purchased for any occasion: In memory of a friend or family member who has
passed, for a recent graduate, or for a staff member. They can include a name and the years
of attendance. A quote is optional.
Pavers are glued to the front wall of the Hall so that they can be seen from the road.
The maximum number of characters you can fit is 48 over a maximum of three lines
(i.e. 3 lines of 16 characters - a total of 48 characters).

Samples of recently mounted pavers:

Recognise anyone?

College life
1961 - 64
Photos by
Geoff Larner

Please let us know so we can update
our database.

