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Celebrating 130 Years of Longerenong College

The College was a hive of activity in October as
hundreds of former students, staff and residents
returned to celebrate its 130" year of operation.
Visitors flocked from every state and territory, as
well as New Guinea and New Zealand. The climax of
the weekend was the Gala Dinner at the Wimmera
Events Centre on the Saturday evening where over
350 guests enjoyed a two-course meal by current

Longerenong caterers, Eat@. Talented Horsham

|

artist, Jeff Woodward, entertained the crowd with : ‘
Rob & Elizabeth Walter, John & Marjorie Wallace

his music.

Personally, it was an extraordinary experience. As Librarian for the past 36 years, it was truly memorable and
humbling to meet up with some of the students I'd seen on my first day at the college. | was walked to the
Library by then Registrar, Brian Goodchild, smoke in hand, who left me with the words “go to it lassie”. | walked
into a Library full of young, good-looking, testosterone filled men the same age as me! | didn’t know whether
to run, smile or suck it up and make the most of it. The rest is history...

During the 130 celebrations, | finally met the people I'd spoken to, emailed or heard about over the years. It
was like reacquainting with long lost friends. And it was an event forever etched in my heart and soul.

We are indebted to former students who spoke fondly and
lovingly of their time at the college: Current student and
LSA President, Bridget McKenzie (2018), who wasn’t
deterred by the size of the crowd; VFF President and
former Nuffield Scholar, David Jochinke (1996); Marion
Wilson (1972) one of our first female students; former local
member for Mallee, Peter Fisher (1952) who had the
crowd roaring with laughter; and our very own John

o ¥ Goldsmith (1985), who launched the College’s Building
Steven Mellington & Peter Fisher Fund and rounded off the night.

On behalf of the College, we are excited to announce the generous donation of $10,000 from an anonymous
donor. At the donor’s request, the money will go towards the Shearing Training Centre. Donations have started
filtering in, and no matter the value, are all gratefully appreciated.

If you know of anyone or any organisations that may be interested in becoming a donor, please feel free to
pass on the form at the end of this newsletter.



The organising committee: L-R Claire Bibby,
Jenny Blakeley, Donna Winfield, Susan Hogan

The committee is also appreciative of the tireless work of
colleagues and current students to make the event so
memorable and successful. It would be remiss of me not to

operation.

We also acknowledge Alan Harvey (LAC 1961) who, on
behalf of the Longerenong 130 Year Reunion, raised
$2000 for Aussie Helpers at Charleville. Alan organised a
raffle and sold tickets prior to and during the event, then
drew the winning ticket at the Gala dinner. He donated
$1,000 to Buy a Bale and $1,000 to Aussie Helpers. The
donations included $225 donated by Peter Hann ex
Dookie and a part owner in Santa Anna Lane that ran
second in the 2019 Everest Cup after being favourite.

Gerry Lawson, Alan Mclntyre, Hamish

MacLennan, Neil Venn, John Evans, lan Cox,

Many had valid reasons for not attending — pre-booked
David Wallis Front: Gary Howard & Alan Pretty

travel and health conditions. Others had reunions of their

acknowledge their assistance, enthusiasm and co-

own during the year: The lads who started in 1969

celebrated 50 years in February at the College, “The 69ers” who started in 1966 gathered in Merimbula in late
October, and the 1970s group who are reuniting early in the new year. The fact is, that no matter the year or
the geographical distance, our students continue to meet and remember.

. |

John de Frederick, Bob Lewis, lan Reid, Brian Fletcher

The following are some of the responses when asked
“What will you tell those who could not be here”?

Thank you for a Great Weekend particularly the
Saturday night. It was great to see the College is in very
good hands and being put to a very good use.

Great to see such a cross section of people — past
students, staff etc, like lan Reid & Bob Luff.

DISPLAYS WERE MAGNIFICENT, particularly the
historical memorabilia. Lots of stuff from the 60s — the
golden era.

Change — people, the place, but the Longerenong experience is for life.

Fantastic memories and organisation of the event.

You missed a great opportunity to revisit your past and refresh some of the beaut memories of the past.

A great positive event. Well done! Great years. Had a great life in Ag!!

A past revisited. Fantastic to see the progress Returned at last. Well done.  Great weekend!

Excellent displays and weekend. Lots of wonderful memories. Great job!



Got to see/re-emphasise how three years @ Longerenong
has set the foundation for full & eventful lives over so many
spheres of achievement.

We had a wonderful night with those we grew up with and
with whom we have been friends for over 50 years.
What an event!

Have had a great time and recalling the many good times
Max & Truus Gribben we had.

We had a lot to talk about over 30, 40, 50 years!

Great to catch up with such a lot of great friends. We just don’t
make the effort often enough.

A lot of instant nostalgia. Shared experiences and a beer. Not
many lies and a lot of laughter.

Such events build new and greater friendships.

Great to catch up with old mates and tell stories and listen to
them. Good to see changes at LAC and the ongoing success. Put
together very well.

Great night. Thanks.

| just thought I’d touch base on the success of the weekend
events of Longerenong’s 130th celebrations (and our year’s
. 60th anniversary). | had a great weekend, thank you so
much to all of you.

1 | booked accommodation for three nights, which gave me
a chance to see some of the sights | hadn’t seen in my three
| years at the college.... To my surprise another trumpeter
turned up and we had a short and successful practice in the

= car park.... During the weekend, | went to see the “Stick
Stephen Cameron, Russell Heard, Mark Shed”, the Art show at the Murtoa town hall and then went
Warrington, Matt Drum, Graeme Vallance on to the sump oiler collection.

First may | say what a wonderful occasion it was to
be present for the 130th Longerenong Reunion. The
displays were superb and must have taken many
dedicated hours to prepare. | really enjoyed being
reminded of so many fellow students, teachers and
experiences at Longerenong from my years at the
College so many years ago. The farm tour was
excellent, and it is wonderful to find that such a
positive outlook exists now for the future of the
College. How good is it that Longerenong may well

be setting the pattern for agricultural education in all
of Australia?

Education and lifelong friendships. Great to walk the old grounds again. A bit of instant nostalgia.



My only disappointment of course, is | had none of my
contemporaries to talk to and recall those times, but at
my age, | cannot expect too much. 12 of the 57 in the 1949

“ photo may be still living, so with us being the 85-90 age
3 bracket, we are doing pretty well.

It was a huge buzz for my wife and | to be able to
participate after so many years. It was a very special time
catching up with you all. Some were easy to recognize,
' others were more of a puzzle. Fascinating hearing some of

the stories of your lives. It was wonderful for my wife to

lan Cox. John & Janice Evans, Allan Mclintyre |

experience and put a picture and face to some of the

information | tried to relate to her. We certainly had a good
all-round education and training at LAC. Not the least was learning to get on with a range of different
personalities. Sorry not everyone was able to share in the reunion. However, thank you for your stories. For
me, the time back has brought some closure after almost 60 years away. Blessings on you all.

I particularly enjoyed Peter Fisher and his
memories, a real highlight. Congratulations
to all of you at Longerenong, Longy, for the
weekend, even though | can hardly
recognise anything around the place. |
encouraged one of my friends to look
around Longy when we were in the area
last year, he was truly amazed at what he
saw, and as a city boy, it blew him away.

So many memories rekindled. Fantastic.

A big thank you for organising such a great

Ash Teasdale, Tim Dunlop, Jono Alexander, Hannah Mclintyre,
weekend! It was fantastic catching up with Jess & Brad Teasdale, Nathan Dunlop

everyone!!l Only regret | didn’t get to talk to
everyone, quite an amazing feeling when you talk to other students, past students, staff and former staff and
you instantly have a connection no matter what your age! | could have spent all day reading and looking at all
the photos and stories in the hall. Sorry | didn’t get to the library to have a look in there. Many thanks again.

Thanks very much for the work you and other members of
the team did to make last weekend such a great time.
Apart from catching up with lots of people over the
weekend, | was surprised how some of Peter Fisher’s
thoughts were similar to mine, the special feeling when my
v parents drove me through the Longerenong Gates in 1961
* and still feel the same today, the financial pressure my
. parents went through so | could attend LAC was large and
I am grateful for their gift. | must be getting old as every

ool
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! Y = time | see or hear “Longy” it almost irritates, so must get
Phil Cock, Cheryl Hogan, Rob MacDonald, Carl with the new world. It is so wonderful to see Longy
Chamberlain, Seated Jason Robinson, Tim Hawkins, thriving in its 130 year so congratulations to everyone!

Kristen Barber




General Manager’s Report (vr john Goldsmith)

The 130™ celebration held in October was a certainly a huge success and I’'m sure those who attended had a
great time. An incredible effort by our organising committee of Jenny Blakeley, Susan Hogan, Donna Winfield
and Claire Bibby as well as a number of other staff in preparing and hosting the event.

Great speakers at the Gala Dinner including former students Peter Fisher, Marion Wilson, David Jochinke and
2019 joint Student Association President Bridget McKenzie. The College Building Fund was launched and
overall a great evening to reminisce and enjoy all things Longerenong.

The installation of the Longerenong DATA Farm is gaining momentum and we have recently taken possession
of a Case IH 3330 Patriot Self-Propelled Sprayer, Sulky X40+ variable rate spreader and 2 side by side Polaris
Ranger 570 utility vehicles. We have also ordered a Horsch Sprinter 12 NT airseeder which will arrive in early
2020.

Additional to this we have also upgraded the 200hp Magnum tractor to a 340hp Magnum as part of our
ongoing agreement with O’Connors Case IH. The new package of machinery will allow the college farm to
implement controlled traffic in the cropping paddocks in 2020.

Plans are being developed for the new DATA Farm Demonstration Centre and this will be located in the north-
east corner of the library. The centre will host a range of audio-visual equipment and provide students,
farmers and other visitors with an exciting real-time ag tech visual experience.

The College harvest is complete and pleased to report an above average result with very good cereal, but
slightly disappointing pulse yields. Given only 30mm of rain in the “money months” of September and October
and decile 3 growing season rainfall, the harvest result was remarkably good, aided by a relatively soft finish
due to cool temperatures.

Following a big 2019 we look forward to the new year, as Longerenong College continues to provide students
with quality education and training.

"LONGERENONG
& COLLEGE #




The Weather Report (by Longerenong weather man, Brett Allender)

When | wrote my last report at the end of June,
rainfall for 2019 was sitting very close to the long-
term average following some heavy downpours in
May and June. July and August then produced
totals of around 40mm to keep everything looking
nice and green, but unfortunately the rainfall
dropped away markedly in spring with just 52.8mm
recorded — less than half the long-term average of

| Y STUDENT

112.7mm for September to November. ]

Growing season rainfall (April to October) of
251.4mm also finished a bit below the long term
average (283.8mm) thanks to the low totals of

vy

September and October, but it was still a ; ]
Brett at the 130 Celebrations

lot better than what might have been
expected after the extremely hot and dry
start to the year.

Rainfall for 2019 is currently at 308mm to the end of November — a long way behind the long-term average of
384.5mm to this point. Unless there is a repeat of last year's heavy rain in December, it looks likely that
Longerenong will record a below average rainfall for the second straight year and for the 14™ time since the
turn of the century.

Longerenong Monthly Rainfall - 2019 compared to average
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Congratulations

Jack Werner who had an outstanding week at the Tri
State Games in Adelaide recently. Jack assists Ayden
Roberts keep the gardens looking green and well

maintained.

This was Jack's first year participating in the games and
said it was a fantastic experience! He won medals in
400m running, golf putting, 50m backstroke, 50m

freestyle and longest football kick!

Jack also made his senior football debut this year with the
Wimmera Whippets and had a great season. The talented
midfielder won the Wimmera Whippets Best and Fairest
award and was runner up in the league voting.

(L-R: Jim Hooper with Rob Velthius
Vice Chair of VIC. Rob was a
former Horsham boy)

We congratulate Jim on his Life Membership of Ag Institute
Australia (AIA). AlA recognises outstanding achievements by

B giving awards to Members who, in the opinion of the Board,

have made outstanding, specific contributions to the
advancement of Agriculture.

Jim graduated from Longerenong Agricultural College with 1st
Class Honours in 1955. He also received the Fink Scholarship in
1954.

His Career commenced with the Department of Agriculture
then James Hardie Pty Ltd: as Irrigation Specialist Sales
Manager until his Retirement about age 65, some 19 years
ago.

In 1966 Jim was part of the original organising Committee and
formation of ATA, Agricultural Technologists of Australasia. He
has sat on the Board including many and various committees
since those meetings in 1966.

Jim had direct involvement with the ATA merger with AIAS in
1996 to form AIAST.

He was AIAST Treasurer: 2000 to 2007 and Vic Division Treasurer: 2006 to 2017 approx. He has
assisted organising Vic Division Lunches, The Weekly Alert insertions with National Office. Function
booking the Elgin Inn Hotel, assisting Dr David Smith AM. He has helped organise about 132 lunches
with speakers. Jim relinquished these roles in January 2018. He has attended most Lunches. We have
had 147 Lunches and owe much to Dr David Smith & Jim for this Lunch format.

Jim is a Fellow of the Institute, which was granted around year 2000, and his service spans 52 years

and has been exemplary.



Intercollegiate Games

This year’s sporting event was held at Murtoa in October.
Despite dominating in the netball, the boys were unable
to match the competitiveness and skill of their
opponents. The day started poorly when they went down
to arch-nemesis, Marcus Oldham by a couple of points in

the footy.
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Donations of memorabilia to the Historical Collection

Amongst others, we appreciate the generosity of the following Alumni who recently donated personal
treasures to our historical collection. Bikcionglffiocs. . xpessgpansnt

lan Reid, (staff member) who passed on Terry O’Callaghan’s Farm
Record Book from the early 1950s with meticulous drawings and
handwriting, a collection of Longerenong Collegian from 1923 to
1955, photo of 12 horse team sowing in the Wimmera.

Roger Thompson (1958-60) - Vinyl record of The Longerenong College
Choristers of 1958, ‘59 and ‘60, beautifully written class notes,
enrolment receipts, and reunion brochures.

Greg Brinsmead (1960-62) College blazer, college photos, copies of
VOACA News from 1977 — 1986, Longerenong Centenary program and
newsletters, 1963 Graduation Ceremony Program.

Bill Poynton (1960 - 62) — two neck ties from the Agricultural

Technologists of Australia (ATA), and a Longerenong and Dookie Old Extract from Terry O'Callaghan’s farm record book
Collegians neck tie from the 1960s which reputedly included the
colours relating to the ties of the two colleges. According to Bill, the Agricultural Technologists of Australia
(ATA) was established in the early 1960s with its driving force being 1963 Graduate Peter Flude. Membership
was open to Agricultural Diploma holders. At the time The Australian Institute of Agricultural Science was a
strong organisation but only open to Agricultural Degree holders. A few years after its establishment, ATA
became involved in a commercial venture that ultimately failed and the organisation lost its momentum.
However, it is recorded in a TROVE piece that The Australian Institute of Agricultural Science & Technology

was later established as the result of a merger of AIAS and ATA.

Family of the late Col Peterson — Invitation and Entrée card for the opening of the New College Buildings in
1964.

Selwyn Williams (1962-4) LAC Cricket Club B Grade Premiers Cap 1964-65,
and mounted plaque given to him by his 1964 classmates after a piece of
metal went through his foot during a class with John Wallace. Selwyn is
pictured with Jenny Blakeley.

The Class of 1966 - Publication “The LAC 69’ers 50t reunion”.

Franz Tursi, Geoff Stratford and Rob Atkin (1970) (pictured
with and Neville Willox) who reproduced and framed the 1970
and 1971 LAC football premiership photos. These were
presented to the College at the gala dinner, and now hang
permanently in the College’s Dining Room annex for everyone
to see. It is hoped that the collection of footy photos on display

(ongerenony

will continue to grow. = =




Collegians’ News

We are always interested to hear what you've been doing since leaving the College. If you would like to share
what has been happening, please complete the Graduate Profile (dotx, 220kb)

We are grateful to the following graduates and staff who have shared their career paths with us:
Ed Adamson (LAC 1960)

In my career path - farm manager (of several), soil conservationist, revegetation advisor and project manager
in my own businesses and in Natural Resources Conservation League of Vic. | provided help through Victorian
Farmers Federation/Garden State Committee during the farm trees group formative processes and leading up
to LandCare - | provided planning and implementation advice for farmers and municipalities, many of whom
planted significant portions of their properties to trees and understorey plants - that are so significant in
providing small bird habitat. (Retired Landscape for Life Pty Ltd Managing Director)

Doug Norton (LAC 1968)

Overseas volunteer 1971-74, NZ agricultural research to 1988. Tainui land settlement 1988-1999.
Regional Airport Manager 2000 -14.

Rodney McFarlane (LAC 1990)

After finishing at Longerenong, Rodney did his wool classing certificate at Hamilton TAFE.

He worked on properties in Western Victoria: Bassett at Branxholme, Pine Hills Station at Harrow, and
Warrooka at Coleraine, and in 2003 he met his wife Dr Greta Prozesky. They purchased their farm (Inshaalah)
in 2004 and now runs it along with his family farm, Shalimar as a single operation. Rodney and Greta run
merino sheep for both wool and meat.

Geoff Tually — Staff member
Since leaving Longerenong in 2000, Geoff spent around 4 years at Dookie where he
l completed his research into Farm Succession which he’d commenced at Longerenong
- | in 2000. He received $97,000 from RIRDC and University of Melbourne. He is currently
| completing an Industry paper on Farm Succession based on the Research.
Originally, he was developing the paper for the National Farmers Federation as they
showed an interest as it fitted with the NFF vision for their 2030 goal of increasing
annual farm gate income to $100 billion. However, he is now thinking of sending to
Peta Credlin and Alan Jones at Skye News as Farm Succession is very much related to
Drought and they are trying to do something about getting attention on Drought.
Geoff has a 2016 paper for farm families which can be found on the Farm Table web
site - a developing site for farmers which has much to offer them.
Since moving to the north east outside of Bright, life has been extremely busy. Geoff spent 10 years on the
Board of the Bendigo Community Bank in Bright, with 4 years as Chairman in the early years developing the
Bank. He started breeding Alpacas some 12 years ago, and prior to that bred beef cattle at Gatton. Each
Christmas whilst at Longerenong, he went to Brisbane and then Gatton to round up what needed to be sold
and then return to Longerenong. “When | held workshops at Longy | would always start with running cattle at
Gatton and the first question was 'you have a manager looking after the property?’. | then said that | managed
the property from Victoria. This gave me the credibility needed to work with farmers. | was also a graduate of
Hawkesbury Agricultural College, which many may not have known”.
Geoff says his 13.5 years at Longerenong were extremely busy and very productive. “When you rang it was
just like yesterday, instead of 20 years”.
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Milestones

Marriages

Elle Adamson to Ash Teasdale (2008)
(Oct 2019)

Stephanie Price to Brett Ervin (2008) Births

(Nov 2019) )
Jacinta and Xander McRae (2009) - A

Jaime Vagg (2017) to Josh Murphy son, Oliver James (June 2019)

(Nov 2013) Lauren and Gavin Hawkins (2011) -

Identical twin sons, Ollie and Tommy
(Nov 2019)

Bec de Courcy-Ireland (2007) and
Jaime Jordan (2007) - a boy, Edward
(Sept 2009)

Engagements

Kayla Woods to Matt Wiedemann (2010)
(Apr 2019)

Elle Burgess (2011) to Ben Henderson (2010)
(Dec 2019)

Obituaries

Vale Eric Eltze who passed away on 17 November 2019 at an impressive 98 and a half years of age! As
mentioned in our last newsletter, Eric was a farm worker at the college between 1959 and 1986. Many
students are probably still using the pruning techniques shown to them by Eric.

Vale Norman McCall Tulloh who passed away peacefully in his sleep on 5 December 2019. Norman, who was
97 years old, was born at the College. His father, lvan Tulloh, was Principal of Longerenong College in the 1920s
and 1930s.

Vale William (Bill) Powell (LAC 1950), late of Beechworth, was laid to rest in September 2019.

During this Christmas period, we remember all former students, staff and their loved ones who have passed.

" Let’s Keep in touch

/// ~

//

“We want to know of engagements, marriages, blrths \
/and burials — all with dates of the event and the years
: spent at the College so that we can include this
information in our Alumni Database and Newsletter. ,
Please contact Jenny Blakeley, Alumni Coordinator, /
on

™ e

\\\“0427 816 201 or aIumni@longy.com.au//
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Staff at End of Year Dinner

o

/ Up Coming Events \

Christmas shutdown (20 Dec 2019 - 2 Jan 2020)
Class of 1970 50-year reunion (1 & 2 February)
Student enrolment day (5 February)

Wimmera Machinery Field Days (3 - 5 March)
Graduation (27 March)

Next edition - if you have anything you would

/

like to contribute, please email

Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas and a

healthy and rewarding 2020


mailto:alumni@longy.com.au

Interested in having
your name etched on
the wall of The
College Hall? Here are
examples of ones that

are already mounted

Orders placed in the lead
up to the 130 celebrations
will be added in the New




