LONGY LINKS

Number 10 June 2023

Greetings everyone, and welcome to our first newsletter for 2023.

In 1972, the College welcomed its first female students, just five of them. It was a long fight to convince
authorities that females would not be the “downfall of the College”. Marion Wilson, nee Scott, was the catalyst
for the change. The girls had to live off campus in their first year, boarding with families in nearby Dooen. At the
time, senior Lecturer, Brian Pell said “The atmosphere is completely different — changed from an artificial
“tough” male boarding establishment to a normal social atmosphere with the long-term romance, the on-off
romances, and the myriad of experiences that occur in all co-educational institutions.” (Taken from Good Times: Daily
life at Longerenong 1889 — 1989). Former student and current staff member, Noel Sharrock, recalls the intake of
women in his second year. The only downfall he said, was at the demise of the footy team’s success. The College
team had been dominant in the Horsham & District Football League between 1969 and ‘72, but it was an
observation he made that the lads may have become distracted having the 14 females on Campus. That seemed
to be the end of their finals’ successes.

Fifty-one years later, we are excited that female enrolments out-number the males in what has been a male
dominated industry. We now have 55% females and 45% males in our fulltime courses. Word-of-mouth to
family, friends and neighbours is a powerful endorsement of the College. The number of new students with
these connections continues to grow exponentially, testament to the importance of our 134-year history.

This year we welcomed Alex Page, sister of Jack (2020) and grand-daughter of Terry Watt (1969); Hayley Ryan
daughter of Matt (1992); Nash Field brother of Keltyn Rinaldi (2019) and cousin to Matt Rinaldi (2020); Macey
Maybery niece of Skillinvest Accounts Manager, Jason Maybery; Amity Smith, niece of Donna Scobie (1995), and
cousin of Joel Scobie (2019); Jobhi Plant son of Rick (1996); Petria Frank daughter of Andrew (1993); Lucy-Bella
Tenny, cousin to Gail Pollard (2002) and Gary Pollard (1984); Patria Lees daughter of Wendy Kuhne (Apprenticeship,
1986) and niece of Bindy McDonnell (1991).

Matt Ryan was thrilled his daughter, Hayley,
followed in his footsteps. Matt was LSA president in
1992 and ‘93.

Right: It was instant recognition for Matt and
Andrew Frank (LAC 1993) on enrolment day. The two
hadn’t seen each other since their College days.

More historically significant, we welcomed Angus Hawkins who is the
third generation in his family to enrol, spanning almost 60 years.
Angus’s grandfather, Ron, enrolled in 1964 and his dad, Andrew, in
1986; uncles Nick (1988) and Tim (1990); great uncles Alwyn (1941),
Mac (1942) and Graeme (1959); and cousins John (1976), Matthew
(1991), Barb (1995), and Gavin (2011). Angus is looking forward to
enjoying similar experiences as his other 18 family members who
studied at either Longerenong, Dookie, and/or Glenormiston Colleges.



Left: The Carisbrook Crew — Finley Wagstaff, Charlotte
Cain, and Nash Field. The trio were sold the dream by
former Development Officer, Donna Winfield, during
one of her Careers Expos in the area.

Former students, Alise Riley (Lac 2018) and Rebecca Stewart (Lac2011)
were guest speakers at the O-Week dinner. Both work as
agronomists at Vickery Bros in Casterton and spoke of the endless
array of career pathways available to our students, including
opportunities for Placement in second year. Rebecca began at
Vickery Bros as a graduate agronomist over 10 years ago and has
mentored new agronomists, including Alise. They are pictured
right with Brayden Webb (LsA President), and Nick Pearce (LSA Vice President).

First year students getting to know each other at the O-Week dinner

With apprentice numbers increasing substantially this
year, and a record high in both Cert lll and Cert IV, it is
inevitable to see family connections continue. This
year we welcomed Maddi Fitzpatrick, niece of Greg
(1983) and brother to Coby (2021); Lucy Dorrington,
sister of Zac (2015) and Sam (2015) and sister-in-law to
Bridget McKenzie Dorrington (2018); Tom Dunn,
brother of Angus (2020), and son of Katrina Russ
(1993); Isaac Pohlner cousin of Megan (2013); Alex
Mulraney cousin to Airley (2020); Brodie Meehan
nephew to Scott (1994); and Jimmy Kranz, grandson of
Geoff Kranz (1971). They travel from across the state for their week long trade blocks, and have varying levels
of farm work experience.

Above: Cert IV apprentices during a class break : Griffin Lanyon (Boort) Jordi Eland (Geelong), Tahlia Hodge (St Arnaud),
Matt Coon (Ballarat) and Rourke Mudie (Murrayville).

Along with the new students, we also welcomed new staff. Yashpreet Kaur,
affectionately known as Yashie, commenced in RTO Administration just as the
academic year got into full throttle. Yashie is enjoying a relaxed lifestyle living on
Campus after living in India, Melbourne, and Geelong. She loves drawing in black and
white pencil, and spoiling her Jack Russell puppy, Mickey.



Seventeen-year-old Liam Forde recently joined the farm team as our Apprentice, the
first apprentice since Emily Farrugia completed her apprenticeship in 2007. Liam is
currently completing his Certificate Ill at the College under Course Coordinator,
Claire Bibby, and Farm Manager, Guillermo Sierra. He heads home to Woodend
each weekend, and despite not coming from a farming background, has an immense
passion and enthusiasm for agriculture. Liam rates clay target shooting as his
favourite pastime. He is pictured relaxing with Guillermo after completing a back
breaking week of shearing school.

Ashley Loft commenced as part-time gardener in April and will work closely with Jack
Werner to build on the great work of Ayden Roberts. In his spare time, Ash enjoys pro
wrestling which takes him across Australia to compete.

Ayden maintained the College gardens and drive on weekends over the last five years
while juggling a full-time job and a young family. He will continue in his role of keeping
the lawns at the Horsham Golf Club in pristine condition.

We also farewelled OHS Coordinator, Jamie Sleep, who has accepted his dream role locally as a consultant. We
are grateful for Jamie’s accomplishments resulting in various safety compliance changes on Campus.

Theresa Williams completed her Traineeship at the College in May and has gained employment with a local
insurance company. We wish her well as she embarks on her new challenge, whilst completing her Cert IV in
Business Administration.

We are super proud to have our own Longerenong football jumper chosen as one of more than 320 Australian
football jumpers to appear in The Footy Jumper Book. Published in 2022, the book is a photographic collection
of vintage woollen jumpers from the 1890s through to 2001. Geoff (Strum) Stratford, (LAC 1969), wore number
45 in his College days. His jumper was featured because it fitted with the school theme, while others for their

odd colour combinations and uncommon designs.


https://www.footyalmanac.com.au/introducing-the-footy-jumper-book/

The College’s dormitories and facilities are being well utilised by external groups. We have several school groups
booked into the dorms during the June, September, and November school holidays, as well as the Defying the
Drift group in the September holidays. At the conclusion of the academic year in November, the dorms are
booked out to various school groups. These camps are designed to give secondary school students a taste of
agriculture, our courses and college life.

The DataFarm has been the ideal location for agronomists wanting to upskill their precision agriculture decision
making. Adrian Roles, Thane Pringle, and Noel Sharrock have years of experience with PA and cater to the needs
from sales staff and management, through to rural merchandise employees and experienced agronomists.
Courses range from one to three days.

Above Left: Former LAC graduates were some of the participants at one of the PA training sessions:
Back: Lachie Hilton (2018), Kyam Shapcott (2013),

Front: Jasmin Tucker (2019), Miranda Rose (2019), Richard Norris (2016)

The College also offers training in Chemical Use, with optional 1 Day Refreshers, as well as training in 1080/ PAPP
Pest Animal Bait Products, Weed Movement, Quad Bikes and Side x Sides.
Please contact Casey in Student Services for further information: (03) 5362 2222 or info@longy.com.au



mailto:info@longy.com.au

General Manager's Report by Avril Hogan
Hello,

As mentioned in my email in May, | look forward to increasing communication and involvement of the alumni
with the College, including hosting alumni events on campus. In February 2024, we plan to host our first reunion
using the new accommodation which includes three x seven-bedroom houses, and three x four-bedroom units
and a conference centre communal area in the middle.



On Campus Alumni Reunions

To better facilitate reunions, we are in the initial stages of planning an annual reunion calendar with a list of
proposed dates to gather for class milestones. In the next few weeks, we will have a list of dates and room
availability for 2024 and will be seeking a response from each group. Under the new proposal, most reunions
will be held on a Thursday/Friday to enable the College staff to assist with tours and provide access to the
Datafarm and other new projects. This will also allow access to catering in our dining room along with our new
accommodation facilities which are nearing completion.

Longerenong Farm

As mentioned in Guillermo’s farm report, the Longerenong College farm has had its second record year in a row
with the 2022 harvest. Subsoil moisture is looking good, and this year we again hope for an outcome that allows
us to reinvest farm profits into the College. The sheep are looking great, and the lambing percentages were
high. The students have just completed pregnancy scanning the ewes in class, using our new pregnancy scanner
which has fantastic accuracy.

Sponsors

We have had some new sponsors come on board since the last newsletter, with ADAMA and goFARM as Bronze
sponsors, and UPL renewed their one-year Platinum sponsorship. Thanks also to the Victorian Wheat Research
Foundation who have also added to their support of the College, by covering a large percentage of our bus costs
for farm visits and study tours.

Funding required

Looking to the future, we do need to secure funding to rebuild the Shearing Shed. We train approximately 100
students a year in shearing and wool handling, and the 70-year-old shearing shed is undoubtedly a weak link.
We need a contemporary setting in which to provide our training.

Student Leadership Group 2023

The Student Leadership Group (LSA) of 2023 has decided to take on the project of raising funds to replace “The

III

Bristol”, which is the student area they use for social gatherings. They have already done an outstanding job of
working to secure quotes for a new shed. They have identified that we can have a clearing sale of old equipment
and items on the College farm, with the revenue being donated to the cause. If you would like to support the

students in their project, please email julie.roiter@longy.com.au and nominate your donation amount. Although

this is unfortunately not tax deductible, an invoice from Skillinvest will be sent to you. The shed will be 4 bays
with a sliding door, rear access door, cement floor and will cost approximately $70,000 to $100,000. To date we
have raised $3000.00 and will undertake further fund raising on Open Day.

School Camps

We were successful in partnering with the Wimmera Southern Mallee LLEN to receive funding to host secondary
school camps for 2023 and 2024, provided by the Secondary Schools Agriculture Fund. School camps have
already started, and we have hosted one day and multi day tours and “tasters” on livestock, agronomy, pests,
weeds, Precision Ag technology, and hands on farm skills. The program has proven to be very popular and we
anticipate we will have had more than 250 students through by June 2024. It is hoped this not only brings
students to Longerenong College to study full time, but also sparks students’ interest to work in the agriculture
industry. Other schools not involved in the LLEN program from various locations and states are now starting to
filter through for day trips/camps. We are providing accommodation for these groups and encourage all schools
where we can, to promote their Ag Classes and training. Dates for schools to attend our college next year will
also be sent for future planning. On June 14, we hosted the Bordertown Year 11 Agriculture class who had an
overnight stay on campus.


mailto:julie.roiter@longy.com.au

Above: Bordertown students and staff on their recent school camp visit.

Partnerships

In exciting developments, Longerenong College has recently signed two partnership agreements with Federation
University and Bendigo TAFE/Kangan Institute.

Longerenong College will accept graduates from Bendigo TAFE into their Certificate IV program and allow them
to enter the Advanced Diploma of Agribusiness Management, and/or Diploma of Applied Agronomy, and/or
Certificate IV in Wool courses. There will be a requirement for some bridging units, but it will allow for an
advanced pathway for those students into their agricultural careers.

Federation University has received government funding to review agriculture units and delivery, which they will
work on in partnership with Longerenong College. Both institutions will benefit from the new materials for the
Certificate Il, Certificate Ill and Certificate IV in Agriculture courses. There will also be a pathway for the
Certificate IV students from Federation University to continue their studies in the Advanced Diploma
qualification at Longerenong College. For Longerenong College students wishing to pursue a Bachelor of
Business degree, Federation University will establish a Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) pathway, shortening
the duration of the degree by more than one year. This is also available to any alumni from the Advanced
Diploma of Agribusiness Management or the Diploma of Applied Agronomy courses. Please contact Federation
University if you require any further information regarding this pathway.

Graduation 2022

Graduation is such a joyous occasion, and the Horsham Town Hall is a wonderful venue to host the
celebrations. Students are happy to see each other after four months apart and everyone has exciting news to
share about jobs, travel and relationships. As with most things in life, it takes work, effort, and perseverance to
complete two or more years of tertiary study. Whilst not everyone is able to make it across the stage, we extend
our congratulations to all those who were successful in being awarded a Longerenong College qualification.

Looking forward to 2024

Although we are only halfway through the year, we are already taking applications for 2024 early enrolments.
Interest is high, and agriculture is still an attractive industry to school leavers, particularly after COVID lockdowns
etc. We are planning for 2024 delivery and are continually recruiting teachers. As an alumnus, if you are looking
for new horizons and considering how you can give back to the industry, please consider undertaking a teaching
role with us. Contact the College and speak to myself or the Training Manager, Hamish Mines, if you would like
to discuss this further.

Kindest regards,

Avril Hogan,
General Manager, Longerenong College



Farm Report by Farm Manager Guillermo Sierra

Sheep

Merino ewes were joined with rams in November 2022 and pregnancy tested in February. Lambing started
mid-April.

Merino ewes had good green feed, hay and grain feeders, and supplemented with grain to support the start
of the lactation period.

2" X lambs from 2022 have been sold direct to Coles and the rest to Horsham sale yards, with each sale
making the paper for top market prices.

1°t X ewes have been joined to the White Suffolk for a spring lambing. All sheep were shorn by first year
students during shearing school in May.

Cows

After Al with Red Angus, Hereford, Shorthorn and Speckled Park, the Black Angus bull was introduced to the
cows which were then sent to the Darlot Swamp until June. The genetics were donated by Yarram Park
Hereford, Paringa Red Angus, Marschay Shorthorn, and Hanging Rock Speckled Park.

Weaning calves was complete in March and backgrounding for feedlot began immediately. They are
currently all on full ration.

Two Murray Grey steers and four Shorthorns were donated to our Show Steers Team. We are grateful to
these enterprises for their contributions: Green Hills Murray Grey, Eloora Shorthorn, and Marschay
Shorthorn

Cropping

A successful harvest was completed in February with a second record year for the Longerenong farm.
Wheat 579 tonnes, Lentils 417 tonnes, Chickpeas 65 tonnes, Barley 585 tonnes, Faba Beans 121 tonnes and
Canola 74 tonnes.

2023 sowing is nearly complete and mouse baiting is ongoing due to high activity. Slugs are also being
monitored.



The Weather Report by Longerenong weather man, Brett Allender

Although 2022 ended on a dry note with just 5.8mm recorded in December, the deluge from August through to
November ensured that the yearly total of 653.8mm was more than 240mm above the long-term average and
the second-wettest year on record behind 810mm in 1973.

This year is off to a much more sedate start with a couple of dry summer months and average rainfall in March,
then an excellent Autumn break with 59mm recorded in April. May rainfall of 25mm was well below average,
but there have been a few well-timed showers towards the end of the month to keep things damp heading into
winter and the 2023 rainfall total is running close to the long-term average.

After a hotter than average January, the next four months have all recorded below-average maximum
temperatures and the past two months in particular have been quite calm, with plenty of days spent under slow-
moving high-pressure systems. May saw the beginning of the frosty mornings, with 9 frosts recorded and two
mornings dropping below zero degrees.
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Graduation

Longerenong College staff congratulate all students on the successful completion of their studies. We hope your

education serves you well and wish you every success in the future. Guest speaker, former graduate Jess Parry

(2011) reinforced to graduates the immense value of the knowledge and skills gained during their LAC education

and gave examples of ways of implementing them into work and life. Her passion for the industry and the

options available to them opened the minds of graduating students. The class photos of graduating students

and staff can be found here.

Dux of First Year (ADAM)

Serena Lange
(Nuriootpa SA)

Dux of Course (ADAM)

Elyssa Hausler
(Edenhope)

Dux of Course (Agronomy)

Elyssa Hausler
(Edenhope)

Dux of First Year (Cert IV)
Nathan Start
(Crowlands)

Dux of Course (Cert IV)

Deakin McKay
(Swan Hill)

Dux of Course
(Apprenticeship)
Josh Lehmann
(Dimboola)

Outstanding Achievement
in First Year
Jedah Huf
(Croxton East)

Rising Star of Agronomy
Charles Gardner
(Frances SA)

Plant Collection Prize
(ADAM)

Serena Lange
(Nuriootpa SA)

Plant Collection Prize
(Cert IV in Ag)

Mackinnon Rogers
(Wood Wood)

Most Outstanding Effort
in Show Steer
Preparation
James Robbins
(Stradbroke)

Farm Management Award
(Apprenticeship)

Aidan Gelligen
(Rainbow)

Apprentice Achievement
Award

Katie Kerby
(Coongulla)

Longerenong College Citizen
of the Year
James Robbins
(Stradbroke)

Teacher of the Year
Nick Wachsmann
(Longerenong)

Josh Lehmann and son

Connor Eastwood with
his proud little brother

Marcus and Tom Hucker
Tom'’s proud grandmother.

Marcus is a former graduate.

Emma Lubke, Clem Bicknell
and Angus Bubner. Clem
enjoyed catching up with

former classmates.


https://skillinvest.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/documents/EoBa0hQFp2FHhEPJqdCcRhMBpkw5tjzTwJU-saMkJX5WIg

Shearing

The 2023 Longerenong Shearing/Shedhand School was again a great
success. Every first-year student experiences a week in the shed
learning all aspects of wool handling, shearing, crutching, and the
value of teamwork. Nearly everyone can shear unassisted by day five,
often declared “as the best week at Longy so far”. The final day
included the annual competition where teams compete for best
shearer and shed hand awards. This year our new plaques were
unveiled, kindly donated by John Uebergang who has been our
shearing trainer for over 20 years. John’s dedication to training and
giving back to our industry is greatly appreciated. The 2023 winning
team consisted of shearers Charlotte Cain (Carisbrook) and Ed Gooden
(Morundah, NSW), and wool handlers Mackenzie Metcalf (Beaufort)
and Finley Wagstaff (Carisbrook), pictured left.



Donations

Peter Fishley must have seen the writing on the wall when he took
the College’s butter making tools prior to his resignation. Peter was
the assistant Agricultural Instructor from 1970-73 and salvaged the
tools after realising their destiny was for the scrapheap.

Geoff (Strum) Stratford had been liaising with Peter and kindly
delivered them to the College last year. He is pictured with 2022 LSA
member, Lynae Howlett (Smythes Creek).

Mark Warrington (LAC 1988) took us on a
trip down memory lane with the
assortment of memorabilia he donated
for our archives. Items included his ticket
to the nightclub the students frequented
every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
nights, an SRC exam, and the cardboard
name tag he had to wear around his neck
for the first week of College!

Past Alumni Catching up

The Wimmera Machinery Field Days (WMFD) is a great opportunity for our Alumni to visit their alma mater,
and to reacquaint with like-minded people at the event.

Alan Vanrenen (LAC 1974) was one such alumni who enjoyed seeing the
College’s upgrades. He is pictured right with Agronomy Teacher, Rob
Velthuis. Alan completed a bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Economics
and a Master of Business Administration after completing his Diploma
at Longerenong. He was a valued employee of Incitec Pivot, after having
previously worked as an analyst.

Left: Stewart Mathison (LAC 1958) and Andrew
Blair (LAC 1959)

Andrew has since given us priceless photos of his
times at the College. These will be shared in future
issues of the Newsletter.



Certificate IV first year students caught up with much
admired former lecturer Brendan Williams (1988 to 1999)
at the WMFDs. Brendan talked to them about resource
efficiency and reducing herbicide cost on farm using Weed
IT technology, part of their unit ‘Participate in
environmentally sustainable work practices’. Now
residing in Bendigo, Brendan operates a very successful
business Rometron Australia. He is pictured, centre, with
Ted Davidson (Berrigan NSW), Bridget Carney (Nar Nar Goon),
Hayley Ryan (Thirlstane Tas) and Wilkie Hudson (Heywood).

Left: Doug Norton (LAC 1968-1970) found time to visit the Resource Centre
during his two months travelling Southeast Australia. After his
Longerenong studies, Doug spent four years in Vanuatu volunteering. He
then spent most of his working life at the Ministry of Agriculture Rural
Research Centre in Ruakura, NZ.

Right: Bev and David Woodlock (LAC 1955-57) were travelling the Silo Trail with
the intention of meeting up with classmate, Jim Anders, in Murtoa when
they detoured to the College. The couple have been married 62 years and
keep fit playing golf and doing water aerobics. On the evening of their visit,
they booked a meal at the Bull & Mouth Hotel to reminisce David’s parents
staying there during his College years. David recalled students being fined a
shilling (10 cents back then) by Clem Jepson, the House Master, if they were
not at breakfast by 7.00am. This is certainly a secret to keep from our current

kitchen staff!

Don Forsyth (LAC 1967) is well remembered by his classmates as a great
bloke, and legendary for smoking a curved pipe with an elder type serenity,
grace and attitude. He captained the 1970 footy team that won the
premiership and coached by Leigh Povey, Poultry Manager. Phil Morley
described Don as all muscle and tough, awesome elbows on the run,
capable of resolving any on field, off field malaise, therefore an excellent
leader and Captain for LAC 'youth team'. He played centre half back, a left
footer, with a brilliant, easy to mark, torpedo punt kick. He teamed
brilliantly with Jeff Baker, Glen Schultz, and Jeff Wilson on the backline -
other tough, wise, no-nonsense characters, especially in the game against
St Michaels. Reg Hickey and another St Micks player decided it was the day
to 'take out' Jeff Wilson. “They caught him with the ball, tackled him to the
ground and as Hickey went to punch his lights out, Jeff ducked, and 'Hick'

broke the jaw of his teammate ... was soooo funny, and we 'heckled Hickey' all year on field and off field at
Catholic Church on Sundays”. Don had an FJ/FX Holden sedan and was blessed that his girlfriend and future wife
Robyn, worked in the LAC lab with lecturers Brian Pell and Martin Westbrooke. Don and Robyn later lived in

Colac for many years whilst Don was Regional Manager, Conservation and Land Resources, for the Corangamite

and Otway region.



Dr Anna Philip, daughter of Geogy and Mary
Philip, called in on her way to Alice Springs to
pursue her medical career. The family lived on
Campus from 1991 to ‘96 while Geogy taught
animal production and Mary worked in the
library. Unfortunately, the house in which Anna
and brother Dinesh grew up in as toddlers was
demolished last year to make way for the new
accommodation project.

A bucket list item was ticked off for Terry Jeffries, returning to the College from New
Zealand to show his two children where they spent the first two years of their lives.

Terry was Dairy Instructor from May 1967 to November 1969 and responsible for

changing the herd stock from Ayrshires to Jerseys. He recalls milk was 'separated' at

the College’s Dairy and the skim milk sent to the piggery run by lan Dickson. He also

remembers supplying the then Butter Factory with cream. All staff, he said, including

those who lived in Horsham, were supplied with milk. He enjoyed having the children

of fellow staff working on Dairy during their school holidays. Names that rolled off his

tongue included Brian Green, John and Celia Kneen, and Pam, Jeff, and Greg Barton, = Terryin 1967
amongst others.

Terry’s son and daughter-in-law travelled from Queensland, and his daughter Therase, son-in-law and grandson
accompanied him from New Zealand. Terry’s memories of his short time at the College were phenomenal. Terry
said he had fond memories of the place and remembered “a thing or two”. Upon his return to New Zealand, he
emailed us a list of families who lived in each of the houses on Campus and said his visit was “A lasting memory
for him. These will be shared in a future edition of the Newsletter. Therase said it was a very nostalgic trip.



Left: Doug Tippet and Bill Woonton both 1969
graduates caught up in Benalla earlier this year,
where Bill and his wife Kristine live. Both are
enjoying retirement. Doug had a fruitful career
as a teacher and Bill worked in animal health for
the Department of Agriculture.

It is no surprise that the lads who started in
1967 catch up on a regular basis.

Class of 1959-61 Reunion

Reg Lawler once again compiled a booklet of photos capturing the class of 1959-61’s latest reunion, a four-day
sojourn to Mt Gambier, S.A. organised by Robyn and Russell Johnston. It was the first catch-up since 2021 when
they met at Cygnet, Tasmania. One of the highlights was a tour led by Leon Johnston (LAC 1987) to a pine forest
to see how the timber is harvested Leon is Russell and Robyn’s son, and married to former LAC graduate, Karen
Lee (LAC 1991). The group enjoyed a sentimental reunion with Rod Gallagher, 62 years after he left the College,
and hearing him recount his adventures.

Over the past 10 years, they have met at Bruce Harvey's place near Geelong, on houseboats at Renmark, Halls
Gap, touring Southwest WA, Maroochydore Qld and of course, Tasmania.

This year’s event was organised by Robyn and Russell Johnston (Mumbannar Vic) and held in Mt Gambier just
across the border from where they live. They hosted Heather and Bob Reed (Esperance WA), Jock White (Drouin
Vic), Judy and Reg Lawler (Gympie Qld), Carole and Keith Presnell (Cygnet Tas), Rod Gallagher (UK), Bruce
Harvey (Bannockburn Vic), Peggy and Peter Buxton (Albany WA) and Cath and George Holden (Concongella
Vic). Reg said the group “haven't run out of stories yet” and were looking forward to their next get-together in
Darwin during next year’s winter.



Class of 1960 - 62 Reunion

A wonderful afternoon was held at the Limerick Arms Hotel, South Melbourne in January to celebrate the lads’
62" reunion. The event was made more special by the attendance of wives, widows, and a daughter of one of
the lads unable to attend. There were also lads who started after 1960 but who had a close relationship with
the group, generally because of crossing paths during their careers in agriculture.

Bill Poynton, one of the organisers, penned this article which can be found here.

L - R Standing: Marietta Herni, Sue Tragardh, Bob Herni, Peter Tragardh, Hugh McLean, Elaine Franklin, Ed Adamson, Ralph Franklin,
Judy Poynton, Bill Poynton, John Van Heumen, Diane Van Heumen, Mirasol Bottomley, Marjorie Heard, Rae Turner, Christine
Roach, Mal Roach.

Sitting: Greg Brinsmead, Brian Heard, Jenny Blakeley, Glenys Coates, Betty Logan, Carole Brinsmead.

On the Floor: Wayne Walden (slave). Also present: Terori and Maria Fletcher


https://skillinvest.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/documents/EdqgXR1Xo59CnVrTwXYdAIsBMuUUzJZqtH-n-Gnny5POjw

Class of 1970-72 Reunion

Members of the class of 1970-72 travelled to Horsham from as far as Queensland to catch up on the weekend
of 27-28 January 2023. Phillip Morley said the group had a “wonderful time reminiscing the good times of their
past together and their present diverse situations and lifestyles, with their lecturers Brian Pell (Botany and
Microbiology) and Dr Martin Westbrooke (Plant Pathology and Entomology) and their long-term wives, Val and
Diane.

A highlight of the re-union was visit to fellow classmate Geoff Rethus’ farm, Co-Director with his long-term wife
Christine, Rethus Broadacre, on the outskirts of Horsham. Phil said it was an informative visit to their 5,500+ha
owned and leased cropping enterprise, in the cool temperate climate zone, 500mm rainfed, fertile neutralish
self-mulching grey clay soils, continuous cropping, utilising a range of crops, efficient advanced technology,
agronomy, machinery and management, high performance 1 seeder, 1 sprayer, 'no tillage', 2 headers, all on
'tram tracks, for profitable annual grain and oaten hay enterprises, and excellent seeding environment
completed 1 April to 25 May 2023".

The reunion’s organising Committee’s account of the catchup can be found here.

Standing, L-R: Rob & Jenny Blakeley, Nola Peterson, Phillip Morley, Don Walsgott, Di & Bruce Sawyer, Ross Cooper,
Jeff Soar, Graeme Lynas, lan Benning, Franz & Rhonda Tursi, lan Lyster, Chris & Geoff Rethus, Rhonda Stratford,
Linda & Maurie Stanford

Seated, L-R: Jack Cooper, Robert Knight, Geoff Stratford, Neville Willox, Brian & Val Pell
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Class of 1981-83 Reunion

Students who enrolled in 1981 are looking forward to catching up with classmates and former staff this October.
The group will be celebrating 40 years since graduating. Unfortunately, we have lost contact with several from
the group. If you know the whereabouts of Christie Beggs, John Canaris, Philip Knight, Carl Naus,
Helena Nowak, Tim O’Gorman, Nick Orchard, or Caroline Rodgers, please contact Jenny at
alumni@longy.com.au

Staff 1981

Current students out and about

Celebrating women
in Ag on
International
Women's Day at the
Wimmera
Machinery Field
Days. Teacher Noel
Sharrock is pictured
with the group.
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Some of the first years wearing blue to support the Dolly’s Dream fundraiser in honour of the memory of Dolly
Everett and to make a stand against bullying. Dolly powerful message was to "Speak, even if your voice shakes."
Every day, we can make a stand against bullying. Take care of each other, be kind, know that every interaction

Second year students, Jedah Huf and Will Holmes, laid a wreath at
the dawn ANZAC Day service on behalf of past and current students
and staff. Longerenong College had over 500 students and staff
who fought in WW?2 alone. Thirty-seven died, 25 were POW and 15
received awards or decorations. There were others who served in
WW1, Vietnam and other conflicts. We acknowledge the service
and sacrifice of all involved.

Below: 2" year bank interviews with Rural Bank staff

Above: Scribble Party fun

Right: 1%t years ticking off quad bike competencies



Congratulations

Jan and Ron Tickner celebrated 65 years of wedded
bliss in February. Ron will also achieve another
milestone — turning 90 on 24 July and looking just as fit
and youthful as when he left in 1999. He did part time
teaching for a further 18 months and is a keen follower
of the College’s achievements. He still finds time to
work at his farm.

Right: Students held “Ticky” in high esteem.
They presented him with this cartoon prior to
his retirement.

Don and Riona Overall also celebrated their 65th

Wedding Anniversary recently. Still living in Horsham and fondly recognised by her friendly
smile, Riona worked in the kitchen as a domestic between 1978 and 1988. The couple’s
late son, Daryl, also did his butchery apprenticeship under the guidance of legendary
butcher, Tom Freeman, from 1984 to 1988.

Congratulations to Asha (nee Ponder) Shanahan (LAC 2007) who won The Ballarat Grammar
Agribusiness Achiever of the Year Award, part of the 2023 Ballarat Rural Achiever Awards.
Asha and her husband, Bernie, own and operate Crossroads Training Ballan while juggling
four young daughters, Georgia, Eleanor, Ruby, and Edwina.

Asha’s strong work ethic was evident when she was a full-time student, commuting home
to Skipton each weekend to work in her family’s seven day a week business. She spent
thirteen years in Rural merchandising after graduating, and now specialises in farming
supplies and services.

Applied Precision Agriculture Manager, Guillermo Sierra, was thrilled to see his article
features in the 2023 Red Angus Society of Australia's Magazine. The article and photos
highlight some of our Red Angus steers shown at the 2022 Royal Melbourne Show. Over
the last 12 months, the College has been working on the bloodlines of the herd and are
now registered with the Red Angus Society.

Congratulations to Elyssa Hausler (LAC 2021) who was named Edenhope Young Citizen of
the year for her involvement in the local community. While completing her studies last
year, and becoming Dux in both of her courses, Elyssa still managed to volunteer with
both the Edenhope P&A Society and the Goroke A&P Society, stewarding at the
Edenhope Show and assisting other stewards with the senior cookery section. She also
helped teach older community members modern technology, helped with Meals on

Wheels, and fitted in netball and tennis with local clubs.

Quintin Murphy (LAC 2017) has devoted years of service to Scouts. He was recently
recognised for his contribution by receiving his Meritorious Service Award. He was also
presented with a boot signifying being “booted” out of Rovers, a custom that happens at
the tender age of 26. Quintin said he is looking forward to the next part of his adventure

as a leader, giving back to a movement that has given him so much.
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Collegians’ Milestones

Congratulations to the following Alumni on their exciting news:

Left: Kate Bond (ADAM 2019) is proof that it is possible to
combine family life and study. She is completing her Diploma

in Agronomy while juggling life with her first child, Thea Jane.

Births

Jessica and Ayden Roberts (former gardener)
proudly announced the arrival of their second
daughter, Sadie Jane, on 15 January 2022. Sadie is
a sister to Mabel.

Micaela Lock and Mitchell Baker (ADAM 2019)
were thrilled to announce the arrival of Reggie
Dean. Reggie was born on 28 January 2022.

Kate Bond (ADAM 2019) and Danuel Skinner are
besotted by their first child, Thea Jane. She arrived
on 24 January 2023.

Jess Lawrence (ADA 2014) and John Moloney
welcomed a beautiful little girl into their family.
Georgia Mae was born on 23 April 2023.

Leah and Brad Jackson (ADA 2006) are ‘bursting
with love’ after the arrival of their third child,
Georgia Mae. Georgia was born on 2 May 2023
and is sister to Edward and Ada.

Rhiannon Moss and Ryan Malloy (ADA 2005)
welcomed their beautiful girl, Alyra May, on 11
February 2023.

Elle Burgess (ADA 2011) and Ben Henderson
(ADA 2010) welcomed Henry Craig on 1 June
2023. Henry is absolutely adored by his big
sisters, Charlotte and Bronte, and big brother,
Andrew.

Engagements

Grace Veenstra (ADAM 2018) to
Tom Arnold (ADAM 2018) in April
2023.

Bec Wenzke (ADA 2016) to Steve
Curry on 27 April 2023.

Catherine McNaughton (ADA 2014)
to Dylan Bensch on 17 September
2022.

Donna Winfield (former staff) to
Jeremy Coutts on 31 December
2022.

Jess Dunlop to Joel Pymer (ADA
2015) on 18 February 2023.

Lauren McConnell (ADAM 2018) to
James Patterson on 4 March 2023.




Obituaries

We are saddened to hear of the passing of the following valued members of our Longerenong community and
pass on our sympathies to our Alumni who have lost loved ones recently.

Vale Mervyn Macrae (Mac) Hawkins (LAC 1942-1943 and Dookie Ag College 1944)

Students and staff of Longerenong College, both past and present, offer their sincerest
condolences on the passing of Mervyn Macrae Hawkins (Mac). We are extremely
grateful for his continued support of, and generous contribution to, the College. May
his family be comforted by special memories of a life well lived. Photo is of Macin 2016
when he found his old room after returning to celebrate the opening of our college
upgrade in 2016.

Great nephew, and current first year student, Angus Hawkins, contributed the
following testament:

Longerenong College is saddened and extends our deepest sympathy to the Hawkins family on the death of
Mervyn Macrae Hawkins ‘Mac’. Mac passed away peacefully in Edenhope on 6 May 2023 at the age of 95 years
surrounded by wife of 74 years Joyce and family. Mac enrolled at Longerenong mid-term in 1942 as a 14-year-
old from state school as there were a shortage of agricultural students during World War Il. During his time at
the College, Mac was a keen and successful sportsperson playing as a left-handed opening batsman cricketer,
captaining the College football team in 1943 and was the athletics champion in 1943 despite being 15 years of
age competing against full grown men. Mac also was Dux of the College in 1943. As a 16-year-old, Mac
transferred to Dookie College in 1944 before returning to the family farm. Mac spent 30 years of his life farming
with his older brother Alywn (LAC 1941) and younger brother Ron (1954) as Hawkins Bros before farming with
his own family for over 35 years. Mac also was an active community member joining the Minimay Fire Brigade
in 1946, later captaining the Brigade for eight years and holding various other roles in the CFA including as group
officer and serving president of the region for 11 years. Following 50 years of service, his dedication was
highlighted when he was awarded the Australian Fire Services Medal. His passion for the sheep and wool
industry was also highlighted when he was President of the Victorian Merino Field Days. Mac always thought
fondly of Longerenong, and this was shown through his enthusiasm when attending reunions. Mac’s legacy to
the agricultural industry was highlighted in 2021 when the Hawkins Family Courtyard was opened at the College,
describing it as one of the best days of his life.

Vale John Grant (LAC 1962 -5)

Friends and classmates were shocked to hear of the passing of John “Grunta” Grant. Some had recently visited
him and said he was “in great spirits and his mind, humour and memory of great times together were as good
as ever. He especially enjoyed talking about the good old times spent at LAC”. John passed away in Gosford
hospital on 19 April 2023 after battling leukemia. His cousin, Michael Blake (LAC 1967) wrote a moving tribute
which can be found here.

Graeme McLellan, Graeme's sister Ann, and Surfing expedition Jan 1964 L-R Back Row: John Grant, John Pitt,

Wayne Walden raised a glass to celebrate Wayne Walden, John MclIntyre, Mick Morice, Ron Plowright,
John's life - a request by John's sister Marg. Front: John Beney, David McQuinn
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Right: 1962 Semi Final against Horsham
Homers at Taylors Lake

John was vice-captain of the football team in
his final year, and vice-captain of Grant House
in his second year.

Vale David Degenhardt (LAC 1963 -5)

Dave (Tub) Degenhardt’s classmates were saddened to hear of his sudden passing on 2
February 2023 following a massive stroke. He was almost 77 years of age. Dave was in the
College’s football team as well as in the Animal Husbandry Club. We offer our deepest
sympathies to Leoni, his soul mate of 54 years, children Louisa and Carla, and their
partners Angus and George, and his brother- in- law, Terry Jones (LAC 1964). Dave’s
funeral service was held in Sydney and his burial in his old hometown, Murtoa. Many of
his College mates attended his service.

Left: lan Reid, Reg Lawler, Hugh
MclLean, lan Brown, and John Prewett
with Dave Degenhardt at the 130%
celebrations in 2019.

Left: Barry Blizzard, John Grant,
Wayne Walden, Dave Degenhardt,
Graham Maclennan, David Campbell
Hugh Mclean, at the 130"
celebrations in 2019.



Vale Bruce Pearce (LAC 1969) Tribute by Lester Pearce (brother) on behalf of Bruce’s family:

Bruce died on New Year’s Eve following a rapid progression of the deteriorating
health he had experienced over the last few years. He was 71. Bruce grew up at
Woomelang and came to Longerenong in 1969 after completing Year 12 at
Hopetoun High, along with local mates Jeff Ackland and Colin Symes. He loved his
time at College and played footy and various other sports for College. Bruce had
maintained friendships with many College mates and also attended the College 50
year reunion in 2019. After graduating he went on to qualify as a Valuer in the
Australian Valuation Office, based in Melbourne. He always maintained his
interest in agriculture and specialised in rural valuations, which saw him travel all
over Victoria valuing farms and pursuing his passion. He was a great family man
and lived in Blackburn North. Bruce is survived by his wife Margaret, four children
and eight grandchildren.

The Longerenong Community extends its condolences to Bruce’s family during this difficult time.

Vale Caroline (Harbour) Chalmers (LAC 1994-5)

We offer our heartfelt condolences to the family of Caroline (Caz) Harbour, especially
her husband Darren. Caz passed away on 25 February 2023 after a battle with cancer.
Caroline’s funeral was held in Ballarat. She was a month shy of her 47" birthday.

Vale Barry McTaggart (Former Metal Fabrication Instructor)

After a lifetime of devoting himself to his family and the community in which he lived,
Barry passed on 18 April 2023. A Memorial Service for Barry in Mount Barker, SA. Our
thoughts are with his wife Bev, and children Christopher and Kylie, Nicholas and
Amanda, and Nathan and Richelle. Barry was the Metal fabrications instructor from
1977 to 1985.

Vale William “Leigh” Swaby (Former Senior Lecturer)

Leigh passed away peacefully on 20 April 2023, aged 94 years. He was the beloved
husband of the late Loris, and father and father-in-law of Mark and Sharon, Margaret,
and Clare & Robert. Leigh started his career at the College in 1965 when he commenced
as a lecturer in Mathematics and English, and Housemaster. He retired in July 1986.
Former colleague, Peter Grenfell, said Leigh was a huge influence on his professional and
personal development, and referred to him as “a lovely gentleman. A great mentor,
friend, and work colleague”. Many past students attended his service in Horsham.



Upcoming Events

e Sunday 6 August 2023 - Longerenong College Open Day (Longerenong)
e Saturday 21 October 2023 - Class of 1981-83 Reunion (Halls Gap)

e Saturday 4 February 2024 - Class of 1969-71 Reunion (Longerenong)

e Sunday 15 January 2024 - Class of 1960-63 Reunion (Melbourne)

Follow us on Instagram

Follow us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

The Longy Links Newsletter is written and compiled by Jenny Blakeley, Alumni Co-ordinator.

Feedback and contributions can be emailed to alumni@longy.com.au


https://www.instagram.com/longycollege/
https://www.facebook.com/longycollege
https://twitter.com/LongyCollege
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