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Celebrating 130 Years of Longerenong College 

on October 5 & 6 2019 

Longerenong College is set to come alive on October 5 and 6, with the 

return of hundreds of former students, staff and residents to 

commemorate 130 years of education, training, tradition and pride. 

The highlight of the celebrations will be the Gala Dinner being held at 

the Wimmera Events Centre on the Saturday evening. 

 

 

 

 

The original College 

building before the fire of 

1940 

 

 

 

 

We have invited anyone with links to the College to attend: former students and staff, families who lived on 

campus, and teachers and students of the primary school which closed in the late 1980s. 

The celebration is not only an opportunity to look back and commemorate the resilience of the past, but also 

a chance to showcase the present and be inspired by future ambitions. 

Longerenong College has produced many outstanding graduates. From those who have gone on to become 

well-known leaders of businesses, farming bodies, as well as politicians and even elite sports people, right 

through to others who implemented their skills and knowledge on their own family farm, achieving a strong 

and successful legacy to leave for future generations. 

 
Registrations for the gala 

dinner close Friday 20 
September. 

Phone Jenny on 0427 816 201 
to book your ticket today. 

 



When Samuel Clemens, writing as the celebrated author Mark Twain, visited the College in 1895, he noted 

“there were 40 pupils there – a few of them farmers relearning their trade, the rest young men mainly from 

the cities – novices." Over 120 years later, the College now has over 100 full-time students, many of whom 

are from the city, and more than half are female. We also have over 40 apprentices and a number of part-

time students that are studying either on-

campus or online, not to mention over 140 

VET in School students who come to the 

College as part of their secondary studies 

every week. 

In 1969, the College peaked with 31 

residential houses on the campus. Their 

occupants totalled 120-130, including 

about 20 children in the primary school 

and about 17 teaching staff. Although 

most of the houses have been removed, 

and only a few staff now reside on 

campus, Longerenong College itself 

continues to thrive. Major renovations 

have taken place, new buildings have been erected, the dormitories are full, enrolments are booming and 

there are exciting plans for a future expansion of accommodation facilities. Not bad for an institution that 

most thought was near closure when Melbourne University severed ties with us in 2006! 

We have sought to invite as many people as possible from our Alumni Database and the response has been 

overwhelming. There are people coming from all over Australia as well as some from overseas. Gil Button 

(1960??) is travelling from New Zealand and has booked every hotel, plane and bus required to arrive on the 

Friday before the event. He’s part of the 1960s era who have been instrumental in encouraging us to have 

the celebrations. 

Some participants are making a long weekend of it and have organised buses from Melbourne, booked out 

motels and have the bus driver at their disposal. They’ve been sending weekly emails sharing stories and 

photos, and they are super keen to catch up with their mates and remember the good times. 

Due to out-of-date contact 

details, some people have 

missed out on receiving 

invitations. We are hoping the 

various year levels have been 

spreading the word so anyone 

who would like to come will 

come.  

Amongst others, we look forward 

to seeing some of these guys 

(pictured) from 1974 in October. 

 

Anyone wanting further information can contact Jenny Blakeley, Alumni Coordinator, on 0427 816 201 or 

look us up at www.longy.com.au.  

The Hall in 1964 

http://www.longy.com.au/


A proud history, a bright future: Graduation 

Almost 300 people gathered in the Longerenong Hall for this year’s graduation. Some graduating students 
travelled from Tasmania and Western Australia to attend the event. Longerenong College graduate, Marion 
Wilson (nee Scott) was the guest speaker at the ceremony.  
 
Marion was one of five females who started at the college in 1972. Her story was an inspiration to all the 
female graduands who learnt that success is achievable with strength and perseverance in a male dominated 
industry. 
 
St Brigid’s College student Harriet Overman sang the national anthem, and Michael Stewart from Horsham 
Pipe Band piped graduates and the academic procession into the ceremony. 
 
Dux of the Advanced Diploma of Agriculture Business Management was awarded to Ellie McDonald.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who received awards which are a testimony to their hard work and 
dedication during 2018:  

 

Dux of Course  
(Apprenticeship)  

Stuart Amos (Sea Lake)  

            Dux of First Year  
(Cert IV)  

Matthew Kerr (Dunrobin) 

 

              Dux of Course 

(Cert IV in Ag) 
Stevie Bibby (Riverside) 

 

 

Dux of Course (Agronomy) 
Lucy Powell (Paraparap) 

 

Dux of First Year (ADAM)    
Rebecca Sluggett (Goroke) 

Dux of Course (ADAM)  
Ellie McDonald (Dadswell’s 

Bridge)  

 

 

Plant Collection Prize 
(ADAM) 

Jack Wilson 
(Mount Barker SA) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Plant Collection Prize 
(Cert IV in Ag) 

Ashleigh Sanders (Werneth) 

  
 

 
 

  Plant Collection Prize 
(Apprenticeship)            

Timothy Koch 
(Boundary Bend) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Insect Collection Prize 
Rebecca Sluggett (Goroke  

Most Outstanding Effort in 
Show Steer Preparation  

Brylee Robinson (Rosebud) 

Farm Management Award  
(Apprenticeship)  

Bailey Frankel (Patchewollock)  

Apprentice Achievement  
Award  

       Caeleb Leith (Minyip) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Outstanding Achievement  
in First Year  

Rebecca Sluggett (Goroke) 

      Longerenong College  
        Citizen of the Year  
   Lucy Powell (Paraparap)  



 

 
 

Agronomy Teacher, Bryan Matuschka, was voted Lecturer of the Year 
for the second time in four years. 
 
The award is a testament to his knowledge and passion. 
Whether it’s crops, soils, climate or insects, Bryan is always there to 
help the students with their queries. 
 

 
 

 

  Students giving to the community          

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1st year Cert IV students held a 

morning tea to raise awareness and 

funds for ‘Dolly’s Dream’. In excess of 

$300 was raised, which Skillinvest 

matched. 

First year ADAM students, Sam Leith 

(Horsham) and Miranda Rose (Edenhope) 

with the wreath they laid at the Dawn Service 

to acknowledge the Longerenong students 

who represented our country. 

First year Cert IV students, Casey Sanders 

(Cressy) and Ben Scott (Horsham) 

delivered Meals on Wheels to Horsham 

residents. Staff assisted by being drivers 

for the week- long activity. 



 

Congratulations 

 
Claudia Spencer (Bacchus Marsh), one of our 2nd year Cert IV students, who was a State Finalist at this year’s 
Junior Show Ambassador Awards, representing the Northern District Group (Mildura Show). 

 
Will Schilling (Nhill) who was a finalist in the 2019 Victorian Young Auctioneer Competition. Will completed 
his Apprenticeship at the College in 2013. 
  
Lucy Powell (LAC 2017) (Paraparap) who is a Rural Ambassador finalist for 2019. She is representing the Noorat 
Show Society. We wish Lucy well as she vies for the honour at this year’s Royal Melbourne Show. 
 
John Ive (LAC 1961) who was awarded an Australian Medal, OAM at the 2019 Australia Day Awards.  John 
was recognised for his contribution to the superfine wool industry.  

 
Shearing Competition 
 
The fiercely contested competition was down to the wire with some incredibly talented shearers.  

The honour of Best Shearing Team for 2019 went to Liam Sheahan (Clover Flat), Lillie Smith and Ethan Brown 

(both from Essex, England), Maddy Rumler (Smythes Creek). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Liam Sheahan (Clover Flat) was named Best Male 

Shearer, and Gemmi Murrell (Bendigo) took out the 

prize for Best Female Shearer and Best Wool Handler. 

 
 
 
 

“Looking back, I never in a 

million years would have 

thought I would shear a 

sheep, yet here we are… 

we’ve become shearers of 

the week and won Longy’s 

shearing competition 2019” 

Lillie Smith 

 



 

Donations of memorabilia to the Historical Collection 

We appreciate the generosity of the following Alumni who recently donated personal treasures to our 

historical collection. 

Bruce Englesman (LAC 1969 – 71): College Blazer 

 

 

 

 

 

Collegians’ News 

We are always interested to hear what you've been doing since leaving the College.    If you would like to 

share what has been happening, please complete the Graduate Profile (dotx, 220kb) and email 

to alumni@longy.com.au 

We are grateful to the following graduates who have shared their career paths with us:  

 
 

Raymond E Kelly (LAC 1944 - 45) 

Still remembers working with 10 horse teams, harrowing and scarifying. Library staff provided him with a 

selection of horse team photos for a “nostalgic talk to a Probus Club”. Ray is going to reciprocate the favour 

by providing photos of the College in the mid-1940s. 

Brian fletcher (LAC 1952) 
Temporary Teacher of Agriculture at Sale Technical School, and two years as a farm worker which was part of 
an entry qualification to Technical Teachers College (Melbourne). He taught at Swan Hill Technical School, and 
then went into business, in Bairnsdale, Secretarial Services and General Insurance. Brian retired in 1998. 
 
David Lindsay Degenhardt (LAC 1962) 
 

Farmed at Murtoa for 5 years, then married and moved to Melbourne where he worked in Research at 
Containers Packaging/Amcor. He transferred to Sydney in 1978, and left Amcor in 1993 to manage a workshop 
for the mentally disabled until his retirement in 2004. 
David is now happily retired at Gerroa, and still ‘supervises’ the farm at Murtoa.  
 
Alan David Pretty (LAC 1964) 
 
6 years as Agricultural Extension Officer in Papua New Guinea, 5 years as a Science teacher at Toorak 
College, 6 years in the RAAF in Communications technology, 9 years in  Information Technology at AAP 
Reuters, 5 years as a TV antenna installations supervisor with Hills Antennas, and 14 years as an Automatic 
Ticketing Field service engineer for Victor and "METCARD" system. 
Alan is now enjoying retirement. 
 
 

Bruce, pictured with college Alumni 

Co-ordinator and Librarian, Jenny 

Blakeley. 

 

mailto:Graduate%20Profile%20(dotx,%20220kb)
mailto:alumni@longy.com.au


Brian Pilbeam (LAC 1965)  
 

Journalist at The Weekly Times, PR and editorial positions in Australia and New York. General Manager, Public 
Affairs and Advertising, Eastman Kodak in the Asia-Pacific. National General Manager at major events and at 
the 2000 Olympics, Telstra. Managing Director, Corporate Affairs and Government Relations, Telstra.  
Brian retired in 2008 as President and CEO, Telstra Asia and Chairman, Telstra China. 
 
 
Don Forsyth (LAC 1967) 
 

Initially worked with the Soil Conservation Authority followed by various iterations of the Victorian natural 
resources department. Then CEO of Corangamite Catchment Management Authority from its establishment 
in 1997 to 2010. 
Now happily retired in Torquay with his wife Robyn (Née Robinson) who was the laboratory assistant (and 
weather girl) from 1968 to 1970. 
 
 
Bruce Engelsman (LAC 1969) 
 

From 1973 to 1979 worked at International Harvester as Zone Manager for the Mallee, Gunnedah and NSW 
regions. 
From 1979 to 2006, employed as an Underground coal mining engineer, including mining regions in NSW and 
Central Queensland as well as a stint in Colorado USA. 
In 2006 Bruce retired to Docklands Melbourne. Bruce returned in February for the class of 1969 50-year 
reunion. 
 
 
Ed Smart (LAC 1969) 
 

Taught at Dandenong Technical College in 1967-8, Burnley Horticultural College from 1979-2003, Instructor 
and lecturer in Horticultural Engineering and OH&S at Holmesglen TAFE from 2004 -to 2012 conducting 
workplace OHS training programs. 
Ed also returned in February for the class of 1969 50-year reunion. 
 
 
 
 

John Fletcher (LAC 1983)  
 

After graduating, John worked in various agricultural related jobs for about 7 years before 
pursuing a career as a financial planner for over 27 years. 
He and his wife now run a business their own financial services licence, Fletcher & Butler 
Financial Planning, in Bendigo. 
 
 
 

 
Peter Macfarlane (LAC 1986) 
 

Managed the family farm during 1988-89 prior to completing his degree at Dookie 
(B App Sc Agric) between 2000 – 2004. He worked as an Agricultural consultant from 
1992 to 1994, was a Small Business advisor from 1994 to 1996 and worked in 
Regional development from 1996 to 1997. Peter joined Grosvenor Management 
Consulting as a management consultant in 1997 and established the Canberra office 
in 2000 before becoming a partner in 2003. He went on to became Managing 
Director and bought out the company in 2014, now known as Grosvenor 
Performance Group, and has four offices and employs more than 40 staff. 



Katrina Parker (LAC 1988)  
 

Completed a Wool classer certificate at Melbourne College of Textiles in 1990, enabling 
her to class wool in and around the Kyneton / Bendigo area until 1996. She then moved 
to Ardlethan NSW and worked in an Agricultural business for 2 years before going back to 
wool classing whilst running a family wheat / sheep farm with her husband. 
They then took on a shearing business in the area and ran that for approximately 10 years 
until the farm became more of a priority. 
The couple now farm approximately 8000 acres of their own and lease another 6000 acres 
growing wheat, barley, canola and lupins, as well as producing prime lambs from merino 
ewes. 
 
Sally Nixon (LAC 1994) 
 

Laboratory Technician at Bonlac Foods, Murray Goulburn Foods, Dairy Technical Services. 
 

 
Jo Cameron (LAC 1998)  
 

Finished her Bachelor of Agriculture course through Dookie College, worked as an RSPCA 
inspector, as an animal health and chemical standards officer, in Quality Assurance then General 
Manager of Wimpak P/L, Team leader in livestock extension (Ag Vic), and Regional Manager SW 
- Meat and Wool (Ag Vic) based in Ararat.  
 

  

Reunions 

Student groups and individuals regularly return to Longy for reunions or just to drive around the campus. For 
some, Longerenong was 'home', where some of the “best years of our lives” were spent.  
 
In February, the College hosted the lads who started in 1969. They came from all over Australia for the 
occasion. Some had not seen each other for almost 50 years. 
 
Highlights of the night included Geoff Bath's totally factual account of a few stories, and Pete Tong's 

renditions!  The crowd didn't realise until later that Pete had pre-recorded all the backing tracks he used, “so 

what we saw and heard was in fact Pete superimposed on himself six or seven times.  I always thought one 

of Pete was enough - 

but here we got 

multiple copies”, 

Geoff Stratford said. 

Former staff in 

attendance were 

Bob Luff, Brian Pell, 

Leigh Povey, and Jim 

Lonsdale who joined 

them at the Dooen 

pub. Current staff 

were Jenny Blakeley 

and John Goldsmith. 



Milestones 

 

Here’s cheers to 75 years of marriage to 

Eric and Norma Eltze. Eric was a farm 

worker at the college between 1959 and 

1986. He was well known for his fresh, 

crispy fruit and vegetables, his huge 

smile and ability to have a good chat. He 

continued his passion working on the 

family’s apricot and peach orchard at 

Quantong. 

Eric is an impressive 98 years of age! 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Will Pyke (pictured) and his wife Prue who 

recently celebrated 50 years of marriage. Will was a Senior Lecturer 

from 1978 until 1999. Although he still dabbles in part-time work, 

Will enjoys spending time with his grandchildren and tending to 

his property at the foot of the Grampians. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Births 

Tara (staff) and Cameron Mibus 
(App 2004) – twin sons Michael 
and Oscar (April 2019) 

Jacinta and Xander McRae 
(2009) – A son, Oliver James 
(June 2019) 

 

Eric with his trademark smile, is pictured with Melinda Adams in 1981. 

Marriages 

Jess to Brad Teasdale (2010) (Feb 2017) 

Emma Mikkelson (2007) to Blair Flight 

(March 2018) 

Camille Bibby to Tim Dunlop (2008) 

(Sept 2019) 



Obituaries 

Vale Philip Proctor (LAC 1979) who passed away suddenly on January 10, 2019 as he was preparing 

tea for his wife, Heather. He led a wonderful life helping people in his job, travelling, and developing 

his creativity. He was aged 59 years. 

Vale Nancy Lange who passed away in April 2019. Nancy worked as a library assistant from 1986 to 

1988 before taking on a position as Librarian with what is now Federation University in Horsham, 

then Ballarat. 

Vale Charles Thomas Fletcher (LAC 1960) passed away in April 2019. Charlie’s LAC mates, Graham 

MacLennan, Wayne Walden, Peter Tragardh and Ed Adamson attended the funeral at his childhood 

home in Doncaster East.  Greg Brinsmead described Charlie as an easy going, friendly colleague who 

will be remembered for his dashing play off the half-back line on the football field. His leadership 

qualities were shown by this appointment as Vice-Captain of the college in 1962.  .  

Vale Geoff Wright (LAC 1966) who went to eternal rest in November 2018. 

Vale Anthony (Tony) Rogan (LAC 1966) who passed away in 8 March 2019, aged 67. Classmates Jock 

White and Mal Roach were with his immediate family to say their goodbyes. Tony will be 

remembered for his charisma, his ability to talk to people, his mischievous nature and his love of a 

beer, a smoke and a bet on the horses. 

Vale John Eales (LAC 1948) who went to eternal rest in July 2019, aged 87 years. 

Vale Colin Peterson who passed away peacefully at home in August 2019, in daughter Noela’s care. 

He was aged 94 years and had continued to play golf into his 90s. Col was House Supervisor at the 

college from 1941 to 43, and then again from 1946 until 1985. Many will remember his big smile and 

his impeccable writing style.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Keep in touch 

We want to know of engagements, 

marriages, births and burials – all with 

dates of the event and the years spent at 

the College so that we can include this 

information in our Alumni Database and 

Newsletter. 

Feedback 

We’d love to hear your 

feedback, ideas or comments 

on the newsletter. Please 

email  alumni@longy.com.au 

 

 

 

mailto:alumni@longy.com.au


The Weather Report (by Longerenong weather man, Brett Allender) 

In my previous weather report, I mentioned that 2018 was shaping up as one of the driest years on record at 

Longy, with only 227mm of rainfall recorded up until near the end of November.  Spring had produced a 

meagre 51mm compared to the long-term average of 113mm and there were only two months of the year 

(May and August) that had reached average rainfall.  So of course, what happened when it was all too late for 

the crops to benefit? … it absolutely bucketed down in mid-December with 77mm cleaning the cobwebs out 

of my rain gauge to bring the 2018 total up to a more respectable 307mm; though still well shy of the long-

term yearly average of 413mm. 

Unfortunately, 2019 quickly reverted back to being hot and dry again, with January barely troubling the rainfall 

chart with just 0.2mm while racking up a near-record average maximum temperature of 35 degrees and 7 days 

above the 40 degrees mark.  By the end of April just 35mm of rain had been recorded (and nearly all of it from 

a solitary thunderstorm in February), so with being 64mm below the long-term average already at that stage, 

things were looking pretty grim. 

However, the ink had barely dried on my April weather graphs when the heavens opened up with a downpour 

of 19mm on May 2nd and this was soon followed by another 19mm burst on the 10th.  More showers later in 

the month led to a terrific May total of 67.6mm and further heavy falls in mid and late June have put another 

71.8mm in the gauge.  Longy has now had 175mm at the halfway mark of the year, which is now just 10mm 

below the long-term average. 

My historic photo for this edition is one of the old manual Longy weather station in 1992 when it was still 

located beside the tennis courts.  The paddock at the back was filled with brightly coloured kangaroo paws 

and proteas from the Cut Flower Project at the time, but is the site of the Wimmerascape garden nowadays.  

The old weather station site was eventually hemmed in by garden beds and trees (affecting the accuracy of 

wind readings in 

particular) and was 

decommissioned 

when the new 

automatic station 

was established at 

the start of 1997.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Longerenong College Facts 
(Events that occurred prior to 1989 were documented in the book  

Good Times: Daily life at Longerenong 1889 - 1989) 
 

 

1990  

• Jim Lonsdale retires as Principal, a position he held since 1974. Max Coster appointed Principal, a 
position he held until 2001. 

 
2002  

• Gavin Drew appointed Principal, a position he held until 2009. 
 
2006   

• The college came under the management of Workco Limited, now Skillinvest. 
 
2008 

• Ceased commercial egg production 
 
2009 

• John Goldsmith appointed as General Manager. 

• Launch of the Diploma of Agronomy. 
 
2010 

• Opening of the first stage of a joint partnership $10-million Wimmera Trade Training Centre and 
Vehicle Training Centre which provide facilities for students to study vocational courses in 
engineering, mechanics and agriculture.  

 
2014   

• $3.1 million funding from State and Federal Governments was secured for the upgrade of the student 
accommodation facilities.   

• Opening of the $14 million Bayer CropScience Wheat & Canola Breeding Centre - one of seven in the 
world. Employs more than 185,000 worldwide, with 25 full-time staff based at Longerenong. Trials 
several thousand varieties yearly on 75 hectares of land leased from the College. Bayer has installed 
lateral irrigators at the field sites and they have access to 70ML of irrigation water via the Wimmera-
Mallee pipeline. The access to guaranteed water was the linchpin for settling at Longerenong.  

 
2015   

• Student enrolments into full-time courses are capped at 60.   

• The CFA signed a lease for a further 25 years.  The current training ground has been in operation since 
1991. 

2016 

• The Advanced Diploma of Agriculture course is now the Advanced Diploma of Agribusiness 
Management.  This continues to be our two-year flagship course.  

• A $4.5 million student accommodation upgrade was completed and includes a three-storey Study 
Centre which allows students to study and relax in a high-quality communal area. Dormitory rooms 
have split systems that provide individual climate control and a built-in fridge in each room. 107 rooms 
were refurbished, including five disabled-access rooms. 

• Construction of an equine facility which allows students to house their horses. 

• Introduction of the Online Agronomy course. 
 
 
 
 



 
2017 

• Student enrolments are the highest for more than 15 years. There are more than 100 full-time on-
campus students and 43 Ag apprentices. The male/female ratio is now 50/50. 

• Accredited to train international students, with the first intake planned for February 2019. Students 
will enrol in the Advanced Diploma of Agribusiness Management. 

• The CFA is currently constructing a 4-wheel drive training facility which will also be used by 
Longerenong staff for teaching purposes.  The area is directly adjacent to the existing CFA training 
ground.   

• There are also several partners who utilize the College farm to conduct applied cropping research. 
Agriculture Victoria, Bayer CropScience, Birchip Cropping Group (BCG) and Eurofins AgriSearch are 
leasing a combined 112ha of College property in 2017.  

• Second year Advanced Diploma students completing research projects can work in conjunction with 
Bayer and BCG, ensuring the students are involved in cutting edge research programs. 

• An Alumni committee was formed to keep all past and present students and staff informed about 
college happenings, reunions and other past students. 

 
2018 

• Funding announced for 2 projects at Longerenong as part of the Ag Technology, Innovation, 
Development & Education (AgTIDE) project.  $2.546 million from the Victorian State Government 
to develop a DATA Farm and $161,250 for the development of new ag technology education and 
training programs. 

• The college student sponsorship program reaches $100,00 for the first time, with $114,000 
allocated to students this year. 

• Bayer sell the Longerenong Wheat & Canola Breeding Centre to BASF as part of a multi-national 
deal. 

2019 

• International students enrolled. 

• AgDATA 

 
 
Courses offered: 

• Advanced Diploma of Agribusiness Management 

• Diploma of Agronomy - including an online course 

• Certificate IV in Agriculture 

• Certificates II, III and IV in Cropping and Grazing Apprenticeships 

• Certificate IV in Wool Classing 

• Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VETiS) 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Up Coming Events  
 

• 130-year celebrations (5-6 October 2019) 

• Royal Melbourne Show (21 September – 1 October) 

• Information Day (6 December 2019) 

• Class of 1970 50-year reunion (1 & 2 February 2020) 

• Next edition – if you have anything you would like to 

contribute, please email alumni@longy.com.au 
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